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ADVERTISEMENT. 



This volume is given to the press at the 
request of others, and in aid of a benevolent 
object. The author makes this statement, not 
by way of apology for the publication of a 
book, of which the theme alone should excite 
the deepest interest, but with the hope that by 
increasing its circulation he may be instru- 
mental of a two-fold benefit. 



Cluttfe wide^ and daep, and tXkndy pertormedt 
Thii Lnd Aill wHaeM; mHA,mdapfnMkcn, 
Earth's vniTenal frame shaD feel the eilB Ct , 
Eren till the OBaDeat habitable roek, 
B iB l e a by l aae ^ y hiB ewt , hear the i 
or Chriatiani«ed aoeiety, and bloom 



A gntalU tribvte to all-niliaf Heaven. 

'fBfe ExcoBiMiC Book DC 



ESSAY. 



It has been groundlessly objected to the 
Ethics of Christianity, that they deny Patriot- 
ism a place among the virtues. Although 
there is no specific inculcation of this senti- 
ment in the New Testament, it should not be 
hence inferred that the Grospel either disowns 
or imderrates it, as one of the modifications 
of that love which is the fulfilling of the law. 
The Jews were now in a state of vassalage 
to Rome, and appeals to the love of country, 
in their circumstances, would have been under- 
stood by them as a summons to rebellion 
against the established government ; and had 
Christianity made such appeals, it would have 
taught disobedience to one of its sternest 
precepts, — that which demands submission to 
the civil authorities. Again; this imhappy 
people were, at this time, the subjects of a 
fanaticism which made malignity towards 
other nations a duty in their eyes, and ad- 
dresses to patriotism would, in their case, have 
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been, in effect, only supplying fuel to the fire 
of an already rancorous hatred of mankind. 
But more than all, this disobedient and gain- 
saying nation, whose history &om the begin- 
ning had been little else than a record of 
abuses of miraculous mercy, had only to per- 
petrate the murder of Christ, in order to fill 
the measure of their guilt, and bring on them- 
sehrea those unexampled visitations of the 
Divine wrath, by which their political exist- 
ence was destroyed ; and our blessed Saviour, 
who was well aware of the gathering of the 
storm, and of the desolation it would produce, 
was too deeply moved with compassion, to be 
instilling lessons of patriotism into their breasts, 
while every thing in their condition demanded 
alarms and calls to repentance. 

The time, moreover, had arrived when the 
dispensation of Liberty was about to super<^ 
sede that of Restraint, and all nations, in re^ 
spect of religious privileges, to be placed on 
the same level. The middle wall of separar 
tion between Jews and Grentiles was in the 
process of demolition, and exhortations to the 
love of country, either in the one or the other, 
would have had no other tendency than to 
engender mutual antipathies, and thus prevent 
the accomplishment of the gracious design. 



BSSAY. VU 

But the silence of Cbristiaiiity on that topic, 
at such a time, no more implied either hostility 
or indifference to patriotism, umversally and 
absolutely, than our silence as to the sin of 
intemperance, on a sacramental occasion, 
supposes UB indiffierent to the guilt and ravages 
of that sin. 

The Gospel indeed proclaims peace and 
good will to the world ; it seeks to make all 
men, in reference to earth, pilgrims and 
strangers, to unite them in one holy and 
happy brotherhood, and to subject them to 
new and celestial relationships strong and last- 
ing as eternity, and embracing, in their wide 
scope, the entire universe of the virtuous and 
the good, both on earth and in heaven. But 
the reasoning which would hence infer any 
inconsistency in the spirit of the (Gospel with 
the highest degrees of devotion to the welfare 
of CKir country, would make Christianity sub- 
versive of the foundations of society; and 
opposed not to nationality only, but to the 
continuance of the human race. For if the 
love o£ country be excluded by the predomi- 
nance of that heavenly-mindedness which the 
Gospel inculcates, so are the love of neigh- 
borhood, and the love of domestic relatives, 
and all the euleannents of friendship^ and 
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all local attachments, and the pursuits of busi- 
ness, and labors for a household provision, 
and whatever else is necessary to the con- 
tinued existence of man in this world. 

It is admitted that Philanthropy, and not 
patriotism, is the comprehensive expression of 
the spirit of the Gospel, in reference to man- 
kind. But there may be expansion without 
inconsistence ; and there may be limitations 
and degrees, and various forms of interest 
and affection, along with the most perfect 
harmony and unity of spirit. A philanthropy 
which has no particular localities, no definite 
spheres of labor, no fixedness of regards, no 
specific tasks, no preferences, no individual or 
vicinal trials and pleasures, is a mere abstrac- 
tion : why then may not the love of country 
consist with, nay be a genuine modification of 
the love of man ? Nothing is more manifest, 
dian that the same law of nature, which unites 
us, in different degrees of affection, with diffe- 
rent portions and individuals of our kind, must 
originate a peculiar love of country, in every 
unperverted, undebased heart ; and therefore 
to make the spirit of Christianity opposed to 
patriotism, is to make it unnatural 

There is a species of patriotism, so called. 
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which, the Grospel does not approve. It. was the 
maxim of Themktocles, that whatever is ad- 
vantageous to one's country is just; but as that 
self-love is criminal which pursues its purpose 
in violation of another's rights, so is that love 
of country, if it must be so termed, which 
wantonly interferes with the peace and inde- 
pendence of other nations. Christianity has 
DO encouragement fer the darings, no sympst- 
thy with the spirit, of an Alexander or a 
Napoleon, or of any one of the great con- 
querors, whose exploits history has recorded 
OS* poetry sung. On the contrary, language 
has DO terms of reprobation, strong enough to 
express its hostility to aU, whether individuals 
or nations, who trench on the peace and liberty 
and inalieDable rights of others, to aggrandize 
themselves. A plundering army is^ in the 
sight of Godybut an association of robbers and 
murderers^ whose individual retributions, will 
be neither stayed nor alleviated, in the day of 
ju^;menty because they were banded together 
and headed by a Inrave and skilful chie£ 
The triumphs oi the Roman generals, which 
filled the imperial city with exultation, moved 
Heaven with purposes of exterminating wrath 
against the nation. 

'She religioD of Christy is also opposed to 
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the vaunted patriotism of the spirit of party. 
The Grospel obliges us to seek the country's 
good ; not the success of one portion of the 
community, in opposition to another. It may 
be, that the interests of the party and of the 
country, are identical; in which case, while 
Christianity requires us to pursue those in- 
terests, it forbids our doing so with the feel- 
ings of rivalry ; and, if we disregard the pro- 
hibition, however successful we may be, it 
denies us the praise of love to the nation. 
Good may come to the country by our means, 
but our condemnation will be just, unless an 
honest zeal for the nation's happiness, not the 
party's triumph, be the motive of our conduct 

It has been questioned whether Christians, 
and especially ministers of tbe Gospel should 
not stand aloof from all political contents, and 
either not vote at elections, or conceal their 
▼otes, so that their preference among rival 
candidates for office shall not be known. But 
it is a purely selfish and time-serving pru- 
dence which ordinarily suggests this course. 
There may be rare occasions, when reserve 
and even inaction may be demanded ; and onr 
moderation and equanimity should always be 
exemplary ; but the cause of our country is 
in all respects too important, and especially 
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too closely connected with the interests of 
religion, to permit any one who is controlled 
by principle and the spirit of the Gospel, to 
be, in common cases, either negative or un- 
known, in the influence which he exeits. Shall 
the interests of the nation be abandoned to the 
blind and headlong action of partizan zeal ? 
Where the State, as with us, deprives no man 
of the elective franchise, no man should deprive 
himself of it ; and if public sentiment is any 
where opposed to a clergyman in the calm 
and regular exercise of this privilege, he ought 
therein to be opposed to public sentiment ; 
showing that he loves his country and his 
Saviour too weU, and is too sensible of his 
final responsibility to God, to consent to the 
perpetual disuse of any talent, which has been 
put into his hands. 

A patriotism, governed in its exercises by 
the precepts of the Gospel, cannot be revolu" 
tionary^ so long as government is administer- 
ed according to legitimate authority or the 
commission granted by the laws. We may 
have, and frankly express, our opinions of 
cabinet measures and legislative enactments. 
Under our responsibility to God, we should 
examine, and judge whether the executive 
head of the nation, and all subordinate officers, 



act in their respective stations, with or widiout 
authority; and if die limits of power are 
transgressed by them, we are not bomid 
either to silence or to passive submission. A 
peculiarity of circumstances may render re- 
sistance unavailing, and therefore inexpedient; 
but to maintciin that non-resistance is univer- 
sally our duty in such cases, is to place Grod 
on the side of absolute tyranny, and to deny 
the permanent obligation of patriotism, unless 
it be the invariable fact, that the interest of 
tile country demands tiiat magistrates, do what 
they may, should be left unmolested. But so 
long as the government which is administered 
is that which has been established, and so 
long as the administration is constitutional and 
regular, however imperfect in other respects, 
the spirit and proceedings of true patriotism 
will be anti-revolutionary; and while it may 
regret and censure freely, the want of vnsdom, 
firmness, clemency, and principle, in the 
powers that be, will not only obey, but sustain, 
if need be with arms, those duly constituted 
powers, against all rival ones, foreign or do- 
mestic ; and this it will do from regard at 
once to the country's welfare and tiie will of 
God, who has declared the established authori- 
ties to be his own ministers, and those who 
resist them to be adversaries to his ordinance. 
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It is said that Gliristianity forbids the use of 
armsi and every fprm of war, and thus makes 
martial courage, if not patriotism a sm. But 
though the Gospel would beat swords into 
ploughshares, and spears into pruning-hooks, 
and fill the world with love and peace and 
joy, and though it employs a tone and em- 
phasis of teaching against wars and fight- 
ings, which makes the responsibility for them 
dreadful, yet it gives no groimd for the con- 
clusion, that it is unchristian or unlawfid 
to serve one's country in the camp or on 
the field of battle. When we consider what 
is written concerning the fout centurions; 
and the advice of John the Baptist to the 
soldiers ; and that the principle which so ex- 
pounds the scriptures in question, as to draw 
from them testimony against arms, has not its 
Hmit in that inference, but equally condemns 
all pumshments of crime, and either takes the 
sword from the magistrate, or makes him 
bear it in vain, if it does not render gOveni«> 
mentitself a crime,-^we find ourselves obHged 
to protest against this interpretation of the 
GtMBpel, as in the highest degree rash, fanatical 
and injurious. Great as are the horrors of 
war, the same principle which vindicates the 
Divine Government, in permitting these and 
infinitely greater evils, namely, that the high- 

2 
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est good of the whole must be maintained 
against all opposers, at whatever hazards or 
consequences, — ^vindicates and demands the 
use of weapons of war in support of the gov- 
ernment of the country, legitimately adminis- 
tered, against all assailants from without or 
from within. 

The spirit of true patriotism is one with 
the spirit of all just government in seeking as 
its last end, not the good of the rulers but 
the ruled. And because this is not to be 
identified with increase in numbers, or teni- 
tory, or wealth, or magnificence, but with in- 
telligence and virtue, the only ground of solid 
and permanent happiness ; and because these 
are to be secured in their highest measures 
only by the prevalence of religion, through 
the land, therefore, while an enlighteued love 
of country must zealously promote the cause 
of popular education, it must be mainly 
intent on the evangelization and conver- 
sion of all the inhabitants. They unquestion- 
ably are the nation's best friends, who by holy 
living, and missionary labors and sacrifices, 
'.are infusing the leaven of the Gospel into the 
mass of the population. In this country, the 
State cannot use the public treasure in ad- 
vancing Christianity, but that every statesman 
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and ruler, and judge, should be a Christian 
in all his conduct, private and official, and 
should particularly be a zealous and liberal 
patron of Home missions, is demanded alike 
by patriotism and by religion. 

One of the greatest duties that we owe to 
our country, is Prayer for those who are 
in authority over it. If they are wise and 
holy men, they certainly have a claim on the 
nation's prayers, and much more if they are 
not. It is a good thing among the English, 
though their enforcing it by law is not good, 
that their established Church never performs 
the divine service, without a distinct and 
solemn and supplicatory mention of the chief 
magistrate, and the legislature of the nation; 
and it is also a good and a patriotic thing, that 
the branch of the American Church which 
uses a liturgy, has obliged itself to do the 
same in respect to the civil authorities of 
this coimtry. If any christian denomina- 
tion be wanting in this particular, they are 
reproved by these examples. But it should 
content no one, in this high matter, to offer 
with others, ceremonious prayer, however 
solemnly and constantly. In the hands of 
those who hold the high places of magistracy, 
legislation and judgment, lie the ^springs of 
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the national weal, and they cannot be touched 
without consequences of good or evil to every 
interest, civil and spiritual, throughout the 
whole land. There is not a village, nor a 
church, nor a family, nor an individual, whose 
interests are not committed to the country's 
head and council ; and though the Christian's 
life be hid with Christ in God, and though the 
final triumph of the Church be certain, and 
though the country's purest and best men 
have the management of its affairs, yet it is 
only presianption to expect that the happiness 
of either country, church or christian, is safe, 
if importunate and continual prayer be not 
offered on behalf of those who bear the re- 
sponsibilities, burdens and temptations of go- 
vernment. The most earnest prayer for them 
is specificially and urgently demanded of every 
individual; and he is the true patriot who 
meets the demand. 

Though the Church in this land be separate 
fix)m the State, there is no power which can 
be brought into action in favor of the nation's 
happiness, equal to that of the Pulpit. The 
energies of this divine means of every good 
to man, are greatly increased with us, by its 
disconnection from all civil advantages and 
aids. If it receive no support, it is under no 
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obligadons but those of love. If it stand 
alone, yet it is independent and free ; while 
there is no place near or remote, no person 
high or low, no subject-matter, whether of 
poUtics, legislation, morals, religion, science 
or art, to which it may not boldly apply its 
appropriate influence, under protection of die 
government, so long as it violates no one's 
civil rights. This privilege has the American 
pulpit : — ^its field is boundless, its way is unob- 
structed, it may make a ftdl experiment of 
its powers, and if it does this, the proof to 
the country will be perfect, that the Gospel is 
the best friend to all human interests, national 
and individual, temporal as well as eternal ; 
the State will reverence and cherish, though it 
cannot espouse the Church, and the peace of 
our rising and spreading republic will flow as 
a river, and its righteousness as the waves of 
the sea. 

The volume, from which this essay has too 
long detained the reader, shows that its au- 
thor is aware of the breadth of his proper 
sphere as a minister of Christ. He supposes 
himself empowered to treat other subjects be- 
sides those to which die assiduities of the pul- 
pit axe generally given. In his character as a 
dergymaoy he has felt himself audiorized, 
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to address his feUow citizens, as in the pages 
of this book, on relations and responsibilities 
of infinite moment, involving every interest of 
their own and their posterity. And while he 
has endeavored to enlarge their view of the 
ulterior influence of the country, on the wel- 
fare of the world, he has added new and 
overpowering force to every other motive to 
the discharge of all individual and national 
obligations. 

We owe the author our thanks for thus 
directing our attention to Gtod's Hand in 
America. That Hand has been progressively 
revealing itself from our commencement as a 
people, until at length in vivid distinctness, 
and in great power of instruction, admonition 
and promise, it is lifted high before the eyes 
of the world. In the operations of Provi- 
dence, no man can fully understand the begin- 
ning till the end is known. It has been pro- 
foundly remarked, that as there is nothing 
in the universe, not even the minutest atom 
which floats in the sun-beam, nor the dew- 
drop which covers the most secret flower, that 
stands alone, but all blends with all ; so indi- 
vidual existence and individual phenomena 
can only be explained by explaining the, 
wliole. The progress and connexions of 
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things however, discover with increasing light, 
that the divine agency in them is ever directed 
by reference to a definite purpose and a settled 
plan; and " men of wisdom" perceive With the 
liveliest interest the traces of design as they 
gradually unfold themselves, and like the 
angels, have a holy desire to know as much 
as possible before-hand, concerning the final 
result. This country is yet in its early youth, 
but the steps of Providence toward it have 
been so remarkable, that it stands in the 
. world almost as a finished monument of the 
divine power, and from the opposite shores 
of the Atlantic, " the eyes of the oppressed 
are even now turning vvdstfully to the land 
of freedom, and the kings of the continent 
already regard with awe and disquietude the 
new Rome rising in the west, the foreshadows 
of whose greatness, yet to be, are extending 
dark and heavy over their dominions, and 
obscuring the lustre of their thrones." 

Nevertheless, no principle of God's admi- 
nistration hath received more signal illustration 
from the past, than that privileges imply du- 
ties ; and well does this book remind us that, 
the Divine Being might make a short work upon 
the earthj and yet loithin its limits there might 
be traced the overthrow and destruction of a 
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neUion like our aton, because of tmr ingratitude^ 
and the selection and prqMiration of another 
people Jor the accomplishment of the Divine pur- 
poses of mercy to the world. The Jews them- 
selves had scarcely greater reason to fear that 
the vials of the wrath of God, would be 
emptied upon them if they should prove re- 
bellious, than have the inhabitants of this land, 
if they fidl to recognize and fulfil their pecu- 
liar obligations as the most £wored of man- 
kind. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Thb bearing of the political and social 
relations of the world at the present mo- 
ment upon the advancement of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom, is a topic so fruitful in 
interest and instruction, that whatever 
thoughts, in a reverential spirit, may be 
thrown out upon it, can scarcely fail to find 
a welcome. The series of experiments 
and demonstrations in truth and error, of 
which this world has been for thousands 
of years so grand a theatre, there is som^ 
reason to believe is drawing towards its 
close, and is soon to be followed by the per- 
fect reign of righteousness on earth. There 
appears to be an enlargement of the move* 
ments and indications of Divine Provl* 

3 
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dence, from particulars to generals ; 
and there is a concentration of inter- 
est upon our own country* looking a few 
years in advance of our present position, 
which invests the study of the principles 
of the divine conduct with the most ab- 
sorbing importance^ 

A general view of the grounds of na» 
tional responsibility and retributive pro- 
vidence may fidy precede a . more par« 
ticular examination o£ the divine provi<i- 
dential dealings and indtcaiions towards 
usasapeo]^. This current of thought 
the author has pursued in twa discourses^ 
delivered in the AUeofStreet chnroh, the 
first on occasion of the day of public 
ifaai^sgiving in this State, and the;other 
on the first Sabbath evening in the ycar^ 
the evening pievioiis to the day of prayer 
ibr the world's conversion^ The second 
discourse was also repeated in the Mer-* 
cei^stteet chturch, in this ci^i 
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The '^bstance of these . discouraesi ia 
now presented in a shape somewliat! 
difierenty but adapted to. .e:sLhibit inore 
impressively and clearly the . vnity ami 
importance of the thfishe. The general 
piopositionB traced In its .first' diviision 
may be ehom^ated as fellows : 
^ L .That JGod is > .governor '< among the . 
nations. 

ill. That be deala mith nbtknis oni the . 

sameipriuciplefljas: witklndirtduals. . 

.III. . That ihe'respohstbslitefiiaikd'd^iies: 

oF:nation8.ias indhtidaalsy. ace xsammcxt*. 

ties«;a&d>mmrcies«. . 

IV. That^heidiarc^gandiiind vk^ion: 
of this principle will be followed with 
the divine retribution, and if persisted 
in, must result in national degradation and 
ruin. 

V. That in the light of these prin- 
ciples an enumeration of the elements of 



•* 
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national gratitude, is an exceedingly so- 
lemn and admonitory service. 

These propositions may occupy two 
or three of the following chapters, and 
afterwards the main subject to which they 
are introductory will be discussed, viz: 
The opportunities and responsibilities of 
this country for its own and the world's 
evangelization. Here opens that most 
striking aspect of providence and duty, to 
which I have referred in the general title 
of this volume ; a title which may be par- 
doned for its apparent singularity and 
quaintness, in consideration of its con- 
densed expression of a most compre- 
hensive and important theme. 






PART FIRST. 

A GOVEIUnNG AND RBTRimJTIVE PROVIDENCE 
AMONG THE NATIONS. 



VengMiiM wUl lU abore our fknlts ; but till 

She there do dt, 
We see her not, nor them. Thus blind, yet still 
We lead her way } and thn«, whilit we do ill, 

Weeuiferh. 

DOVNB. 



CHAPTER I. 

GOD THE GOVERNOR AMONG THE NATIONS. —UNI- 
VERSAL DISREGARD OF THIS TRUTH. 

There are a few passages in Scripture 
where the rule of God's providence, and 
the mode of his dealings among the na- 
tions, are quite as explicitly revealed, as 
the precepts of the divine law in the deca- 
logue. Of this nature is that most remark- 
able passage in the xviiith chapter of the 
prophecy of Jeremiah, of which the ninth 
and tenth verses constitute an important 
portion. Considered in connection with 
the xxvth chapter of the same prophecy, 
and the illustration of it, on so vast 
and awful a scale, in the destruction of 
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the Jewish people, it becomes exceedingly 
solemn. At what instant I shall speak con- 
ceming a nation^ and concerning a Jdngdom^ 
to build and to plant it^ if it do evil in my 
sights that it obey not my voice, then I will re- 
pent of the good wheremth I said I will bene- 
fit them> 

Here there is a light, by which one may 
read the history of the world with great 
clearness and advantage, a key to the in- 
terpretation of many volumes of the divine 
providence otherwise inscratable. There 
is clearly the reason of the instability of 
human things, and the secret of those per- 
petual overtomings amidst kingdoms and 
empires, the record of which form$ the 
great body of the annals of all history. Hur 
man affairs are unstable because' they da 
not please God, they are not in accordance 
with bis will, and they must be changed 
until they become so. When they be- 
come so, then there shall be rest and per- 
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manence among the nations ; but at pre- 
sent there is no peace, nor any possibility 
of it. 

The proposition that God is governor 
among the nations, it would seem as 
if no man in his senses could possibly 
deny. A man might as well disbelieve 
that God made the world, as that God 
governs it. And yet the doctrine of a 
divine superintending providence, the 
doctrine of God's personal presence 
and agency in the affairs of this world, 
although it be so clearly revealed in the 
Scriptures, has the smallest possible hold 
upon men's minds. Even among Chris- 
tians there is but a very indefinite know- 
ledge or belief of its truth. And among- 
men of the world, among the nations at' 
large, there is such a practical disregard 
and denial of it, and of the divine proprie- 
tary claim in human affairs, that the 
honest assertion and application of it in 
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any deliberative public assembly is very 
likely to be ridicaled as the . dotage of a 
superstitious mind. 

There is a perpetual practical atheism 
among meoi so that however God may be 
ackoowledged as the object of individual 
worship, be is, in fact» thrust out» in meo's 
minds, f^m the world of his creation. 
And in truth the nations arp so ao^ustooied 
tp legard existence as menij earthly ia it$ 
principles, purpo9es, and enjoymeats, and. 
to attach a sense of truth, value. and im- 
port£^nce only to things connected with . 
t^eir temporal interests, that tbef:e has 
come to be a complete divorce between, 
the maxims of worldly, expediency and. 
those of Christianity , a rdiinqntshment of! 
temporal and state policy to the god of 
this world. That very expression, the. 
god ^thisworldj shows most impressivdj . 
the world's condition in rebellion against . 
its Maker. The spirit of rebellion. nms. 
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through the whole body of its international 
law and policy, and infects even the 
volumes of its domestic statutes. This is 
so very generally the caise^ that the indi- 
vidua! conscience ; is warped by it, arid 
men come to inquire in reference to a 
particular emf^loymetit, decision, orlirieof 
conduct, not j-^Is it right ? Is it in accont 
^ce with God's will ?— ^but, Is it legal i^ 
Humian law, law suggested and promulr 
gated by the god of this world, is bftea 
thus ekiliironed in the place of God to the 
conscience. The laws for the protectioa 
and mainteBanceofthe systetn t>f slavery 
are a striking example of this fact. The 
law of divorce is another. Nothing caa 
be more explicit than the le^slation of 
our Uessed Lord on this subject. << 'Who^ 
soever shall put away his wife, saving 
for the cause of fornication, causeth her 
to <;ommit adultery ; and whosoever shall 
nearly her that is put away, committetb 
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adultery.** And in the apparently extreme 
strictness of this provisioni it cannot be 
doubted that the Divine Being pursued the 
very course which he knew to be requi- 
site, if he would regulate and train 
society to its most perfect state of order 
and happiness. Now the statutes in 
nearly all our courts are utterly neglect- 
ful of this revealed law, if not point-blank 
contrary to it* In some of them a divorce 
can be obtained for so slight a reason, 
that if you were to draw your conclusions 
of the sacredness of the marriage contract 
from such legislation, the harem usages 
of the Turks would be quite as respect- 
able. 

This supreme enthronement of human 
law is sanctioned sometimes, even by the 
profi^sed and public expositors of the 
divine law, declaring, in particular cases 
of iniquitous legislation, cases where the 
human and divine governments clash, 
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that we ought to obey men rather than 
God, inasmuch as the powers that be are 
ordained of Grod, and therefore in obey- 
ing men we do obey God ! With what 
vast displeasure must the Divine Being 
look upon such a condition of things, ex- 
isting in the world even under the light 
of revelation ! There was a period when 
nothing better could be expected, and the 
times of this ignorance God winked at, 
but now commandeth aU men every 
where to repent. 

• No nation, in its national capacity, has 
yet been brought under the full influence of 
the divine law. Perhaps the Sandwich 
Islands come nearer to such a realization 
of Christianity than any other community ; 
but the Baptism of the Nations has never 
yet taken places A glorious spectacle 
indeed it would be, if any one kingdom, 
even the smallest, basest, most despised, 
should become so imbued with divine 

4 



gfacBf 80 flolgected by tbe priocipie^of 
allegiance and love to Godv asto regard 
him in all ils: operations ;. to serve kima^ 
a neflex picture oa earth of angelic obe^ 
dienoe in tbe hiecarchies of heaven ; de- 
voting its revenues to the accomidishment} 
of his purposes ; sending out its ships fm 
missionary errti^fprise and discovery^ ami 
regulating its policy with otber natiooft 
by a celestial disinterestedness audi 
nobleness of principle* What a blessodi 
picture for the imagination of a simctifieil' 
mind to. dwell upoiit could we think of 
tUs coimtcy^ ibr examplci with, a govjenw 
ment like the constitution of a hoLy. hmilfi 
fin? its simplicity; and sacxedness^ itsigcH 
Teonmental altar of pnufer and pmise" 
morning and evenii^, a sentiment of sin^* 
cere hme to Gisd in all heaits^ oonneeusdr 
withitiandiaisaoredi regard to this divmsi 
ghnry in all ths.cir8uaistatices-ofi its^polioy^ 
lIhi8iinde8clis.«iipposing! the:ooi»umma»^ 
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tioQ of bledsedness to tbe world. It 
would be the Saviour's prayer illudtrafted 
and fulfilled, ^ Thy kingdom come, diy 
will.be doiie on eartli as it is in heaven^" 
Itwould be the realization of the brightest 
visions of prophecy. It would be Gted 
governing among tbe nations. And this 
would be that union of Church and State 
which will spring inevitably from the 
presence of the Spirit of the Lord. Ndt 
the embrace, legislaftion and preitecticm c^f 
the Church by the State, but the adop- 
tion and sanctification of the State as a 
portion of the Church — ^the unity, and not 
the mere union of both. To this, it is to 
be hoped, all things are tending; we 
know that they are in the end, when the 
times of the restitution of all things spoken 
by the prophets shall have come ; and we 
have fondly hoped that this blissful era 
was near, even at the doors. But if we 
were to stop where we are now, little or 
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DO advance bas been made towards tbat 
millenniom of glory, in wbich tbe king- 
doms of tbis world sball bave become tbe 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of bis Cbrist. 
Wbat, at present, is tbe State ? An en- 
gine of worldly, selfisb, atbeistic, and 
often reckless, oppressive and despotic 
policy and expediency. Wbat ongbt it 
to be? An institntion as sacredly regard- 
ibl of Grod's glory, and of man's higbest 
bappiness, as tbe Church itself. 



CHAPTER II. 

I 

rsmClBLBft O^ GOfttS iMUULIMI» WISH t^ 

. .ft 

TttEEE oan be tMMicHabt that God d«ttkr 
witb nationsoB the same prkiciples as widii 
individtiials. The applicatioaofbid laws <ts 
thesaise^ Their accountaibiiftty to hieois 
the saibek Tbeprinciplesoftruthiboliiiesa 
and justice^, ioreach direction, are the same^ 
Morality is not oee thing in an indtvtd«di, 
and adifferetit thing in a naiionti A natidia 
iiiayi by its owti staUites, itsnder a course) 
of cond-ilGt IfitwfttU but it caimot make it 
right. Tbefe Holj be legality, even in 
hell, andeir the laws of Satan's dbminioci; 
but not rigbt^ovsness. Then, too, the 
dispensations of Odd's providence are as 
definit^yi and with as much selection and 

4* 
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meaning, directed toward the nations as 
to individuals. They too are under a 
system of discipline mingled out of the 
treasures of mercy and chajsftisement. 
They have a life to lead, a career to run, 
a probation to accomplish. The means 
of usefulness, the opportunities of hap- 
piness, are placed at their disposal. They 
have a collective moral agency and obli- 
gation, a national as well as an individual 
conscience, and a national obedience to it, 
or violation of it. The national existence 
and responsibility is not a mere figment 
of the mind, not a mere collection of in- 
dividual responsibilities and existences, 
but a great and awful reality, and as such 
God deals with it. As such he has pro- 
vided for it a system of principles and 
statutes in his Word, a revelation to the 
nations as well as to individuals. 

I am glad to justify this position by 
the declaration of a very profound and 
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original thinker, though neither theo- 
logian nor statesman, (the author of the 
Aids to Reflection,) that <<as the New 
Testament sets forth the means and con- 
ditions of spiritual convalescence, with 
all the laws of conscience relative to our 
future state and permanent being, so does 
the Bible present to us the elements of 
pMic prudence, instructing us in the true 
causes, the surest preventives, and the 
only cure, of public evils. The autho- 
rities of Raleigh, Clarendon and Milton, 
must at least exempt me from the blame 
of singularity, if, undeterred by the con- 
tradictory charges of paradoxy from one 
party, and of adherence ta vulgar and 
old-fashioned prejudices from the other, 
I persist in avowing my conviction that 
the inspired poets, historians, and senten- 
tiaries of the Jews are the clearest teach- 
ers of political economy : in short, that 
their writings are the Statesman's best 
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Manuai«, not only as contaiaug dse fir«t 
principles and ultimate grounds ^f Slate 
policy, whether in prosperous times, atin 
those of danger and distreaSi but as sup- 
pitying likewise the details of their ^tffiir 
cation, and aA being a full and spacsbus 
r^MMitory of precedents and facts m 
proof." 

It IbUowSt of course, that tbe respon- 
sibilities and dt^s of nations, as- 
of individuals, are comffnensunile witk 
their capabilities, opportunilzQS, and bmi> 
oK3« These all are die result of 
God's sovereign disposing Pnyvtdieoce. 
^ He hadi made of one blood all tbe 
nalioDS of men, fbr to dwell on all the 
face of the eaidi,and hathdeteffmioed the 
times befixe appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation, that they should seek the 
Lord." All circumstances wherein they 
differ, all forms of language, aU conver* 
genciee of events, all inventions and di^ 



AND RETRIBUTIVE AWARDS. 41 

coveries, all varieties of climate, all 
aspects of earth and heaven, all things 
and influences that may train them up to 
glory and happiness, he dispenses to each 
as he pleases, just as he allots the gifts 
and varies the circumstances of individual 
life. To one nation, he gives one talent, 
to another two, to another five or ten, so 
that naticms as well as individuals are but 
the stewards of his mercies, for the use of 
which he will require a strict account. 

It was a saying of Mr. Coleridge that 
the word privilege is the correlative of the 
word duty ; in other language, that every 
privilege has a corresponding duty con- 
nected with it. This is true ; for if no 
other duty were required but that of grati- 
tude, every privilege from the greatest to 
the least, involves that, and indeed grati-* 
tude to God comprehends every duty. 
All our mercies are foundations of respon- 
sibility, and the greater they are». the 
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greater our obligations become, and tbe 
more God expects of us. This is ia:eveiy 
respect as true of nations as of individn* 
als. It is as solemn and awful a thing, 
whether for a man or for a nation, to be 
greatly favored of God, as it is to be 
greatly tried and afflicted* The enjoy- 
ments of civil and religious liberty, of the 
opportunities of education, of the word of 
God, of the Christian Sabbath and the Gos^ 
pel in its purity, lay a mighty weight of 
<d>ligation upon any people.; they trace a 
pathway of responsibility and duty, in 
which a failure must be as dre»dful as 
success is glorious. 

These principles are exhibited and 

sanctioned^ not only in lhe whcde eooise 
of the Divine discipline with the Jewsi, 
that peopte whom God seemed to hanre 
scdected as a -lasring .example of tbe op^ 
latmi of bis laws in their appiiGatiEm to 
tiie aaxions^ but in definite and Teiy ftie* 



quent passages of Seripture. The clihiaK 
Qf DatiDnal blessings enjoyed aknong tb^ 
Jews, was the possession of the written 
word of Gx)d. ^^ He showeth his word 
unto Jacob, bis statutes and bis judgooents 
unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with 
any nation." But then, in consequence 
of this discipline of mercy, came another 
discipline, introduced by their abuse of it^ 
*^ You^only hcwe I krunvn of allthe nations (f 
tke-eoftk; xhbbsi^bb you will I punish 
£oA jy^L TouB iNiQuiTiKs." And precisely 
the same strictness of judgment is applied 
by ouF blessedliord to communities in his 
owndajr, wbicb, in their disobedienceand 
iqj^ctioii oft the Gospel had manifested a 
gnaiiitea: degsee of wickedness, dian the 
tnostamuemanddepraT^amongtfaecitie* 
o£ the Gentiles. *^ Wb unto thee Cboial 
&&! wo unfa thee. Bethsaidai! AndtbaM^ 
Cj^ienmum,. whieh urt exalted unto heai* 
Yen> shaltbe brought down to hdl: for 
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if tbe migfa^ woiks which hare been 
doDe Id thee had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained mitil this day." 

And if the jMiges of revelation had been 
continued down to modem times, and the 
names of other nations had been record- 
ed visibly in the places which, though 
onreoorded and invisible to os, they do 
actually occupy in the scale of God^s dis- 
cipline of judgment, we dionld have had 
a histcMry of tbe world as full of sacred 
iui^mctioii in tbe retributiveinterpodtioDs 
of God, marlced out and noticed for us^ 
as ever was tbe bisCoiy of tbe Hebrews 
in tbe highest and most instructive inspi* 
latioDtrf'its pages- Touched by such en^ 
chantment, tbe profime and atheistic 
atmosphere of a work like Gibbon's would 
have been filled with angels to our view, 
ihe Tevealed and busy messengers and 
causes of divinely appcmited degiadation 
and decays 



CHAPTER III. 

NATURE AND EXECUTION OF THE DIVINS RBTEI- 

BUTf^ nu>viDmcE& 

Wb ; are brought to the coDsideratioo 
of our Ibiulh prQpofiitioni that the xlkre- 
gBsd.aiid violatkxi of the principles mt 
hare. heenoxitemplatiDg will beioUowed 
by the d^nn^ retribution^ and if persiBted 
n»iDU.8t resultin national d^pcadatioa and 
niin.^ ^* Tbb nation and KiNOaDOM vsast 

WXUi NOT SMRVm THBE 8HAIA PBBISH { 

yeOf tha$^ nations thall is .utterly uxuteim" 
fhiB most absolute and tremendovts decla* 
iration may be accomplifihed in two ways. 
Fkat, there is a oonnection as xiatwral and 
inevitable between the evil courses jofna^ 

5 
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tiona and tbeir own deBtruction, as be- 
tween tbe iniquities and the miseries of 
individuals. If, therefore, God shall speak 
concerning any nation as concerning his 
people of old : ** Israel would.npne of me, 
so I gave them up unto their own hearts' 
lusts, and they walked in their own couo* 
sels :" — then the destiny of that nation is 
settled, its race is run. For doubtless 
there. is ho more possibiliQrof the repent- 
ance of a nation, except the divine grace 
intervene, than there is of an individual 
And therefore no^ farther penal infliction, 
or retributive justice, is really requisite on 
the.part of the Divine Being, than just to 
leave a nation in the unrestrained induU 
gence of its sins. Luxury, avarice, prides 
injustice, cruelty, work the overthrow oi 
empires, as well as the fiat of the Almighty. 
They are sometimes the very means of 
fulfilling that fiat, the very accomplish- 
ment of God's predictions of evil against 
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a disobedient people. ' These dreadful 
ministers of wrath work with . so much 
certainty, except repentance for the ini- 
quity that issued their commission inter- 
vene, that oftentimes you may read its 
fate in the countenance of a nation, as 
palpably as you may the death of the 
drunkard in his fiery ieatures. It needs 
no divine inspiration in such a case to 
paint the judgment of an evil kingdom-; 
the sins of the people are the prophets of 
their coming woes; . . 

On the other hand, if governments are 
luxurious and selfish, then there is a case 
pending not only betweei) them and God> 
but between them and the people ; in the 
progress of things, the peoplia must ihe vitar 
bly be victorious, and those forms of emr 
pire have insured their destruction. So 
far as the constitution and the measures of 
human governments run counter to God's 
word, they also run counter to the inte- 
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festB of mankind ; ibej oppose a perfect 
state of society ; they maintain causes of 
discontent and revolution. There is this 
selfish disregard to the ordinances of God 
and the interests of the subject all over 
the world. There is at the same time a 
ceaseless struggle towards happiness and 
lest, an instinctive, irrepressible tendency 
and movement in the chaos of society to- 
wards order, in the prison of society to- 
virards liberty ; but the divine order being 
the only possible one, the ezistenoe of this 
i» impossible, so long as the maxims of 
worldly governments move contrary to 
the principles of God's word ; and the dir 
vine liberty being the only possible one, 
the enjoyment of this is impossible, so long 
as the people themselves are undisciplined 
and vile* In the eloquent language of 
Edmund Burke, ^'It is written in the 
eternal constitution of things that men of 
intemperate mindscannot be free. Thbir 
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PASSIONS FOBGE THEIR FETTERS." Until, 

therefore, the word of God becomes both 
the rule of the citizen and the Statesman's 
Manual, the volcanoes of political revolu- 
tion will continue to disgorge their fires* 
The prediction runs with the reality, and 
is the assertion of a necessary principle* 
" I will overturn, overturn, overturn, till 
He shall come, whose right it is, and I 
will give it Him." 

' There is also, in the second place, a direct^ 
divine retribution. It has been remarked 
that this world is the judgment place for 
national sins. There is truth in this; and 
yet it is in the power of Grod in the future 
world to mete out strict and impartial jus^ 
tice to nations as well as individuals, and 
to make the universe see and admire the 
process. God knows the precise share of 
every individual in forming the character 
and conduct of the nations, and whatever 
the amount of guilt contracted by any na« 

5» 
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tbn at any giTCD period, or duoog^ its 
wbde existeDoe, he caa assign to each iiH 
diTidual of all the millions of its inhabi* 
tants his exact propoitum, and whatever 
be the punishment due, he can distribute 
its su£brance in the same manner. This 
is the only way conceivable in which the 
^dgment of nations in eternity could be 
conducted* Thejudgroentofindividuals 
themselves must be in some sense a nar 
tional judgment, sioce it is by individuals 
that eveiy national crime is delibemted 
upout and earned ioto execution* The 
making of unjust laws and treaties is an 
act of national guUt, in which it is veiy 
easy to see how eveiy individual con* 
oemed in passing and executiug such en- 
actments may be arraigned and punished 
in etemity* The appropriation to indi- 
viduals of the guUt incurred in maintain- 
ing those laws is a nxure difficult thing* 
As in individuals, so in nations, acts and 
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habits of sin, with their consequences, are 
more easily avoided before they are com- 
mitted, or inwrought into the system, than 
repented of and renounced afterwards^ 
It is easy for one man to kindle a confla- 
gration, which a thousand cannot master. 
The life of a nation is a unity and con- 
tinuity of generations* It is made up of 
a stream of existence, in which you can- 
not nmrk the point where one generation 
begins and another ends ; like a woven 
fabric, in which you cannot tell where one 
thread ends or passes into another. There 
are habita of feelings opinion and conduct, 
therefore,, that belong to the same nation 
&r ages, and in reference to which the 
whole continuous stream of generations 
from beginning to end must be judged, 
just as the responsibility of every part of 
a man's course of conduct is his own 
tbrou^ his whole life. Then again the 
sins which a nation completes in one gene* 
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ration may have been resolved upon and 
commenced in another ; it would there- 
fore be manifestly unjust to judge merely 
that part of the existence of the nation 
into which the actual commission of the 
crime fell, while ^^.^^W^j^^^ generation, 
is left unjudged or unfinished. If, fcr 
example, our own nation were now to be 
judged for the sin of slavery, and punished 
to the uttermost, we cannot suppose that 
Ais would be all, or that the share of the 
previous generation in permitting and en-- 
tailing this guilt would be unnoticed. 

In this world the retributive conse- 
quences of national guilt are not expe- 
rienced sometimes till all the actors have 
passed from the stage of existence. While 
they lived, the nation might have been en- 
joying the fruits of its fraud, tyranny, in- 
justice, as yet uninterrupted by the retri- 
butive providence of God, so that when 
that providence at length is unfolded, not 



a b^g may remain in existence, who bore 
any part, direct or indirect, in the com* 
mission of those crimes. This is mysteri^ 
ous, but not more so than the visiting the 
iniquities of the fiithers upon the children* 
la Sttch cases it is not to be suf^sed that 
die generation of actual sinners, who died 
while. flourishing like a green bay tree, 
have escaped the divine vengeance^ 
That part of the nation certainly must b0 
judged in eternity, and one ground c^ 
judgment will be the miseries they have 
entailed upon posterity. Now it is no 
more inconsistent with the jja3tice of the 
divine government that posterity should 
suflfer for the sins of a nation, than that 
children should sufier for the sins of their 
parents, or an innocent wife and family 
for the drunkenness of the husband. In 
all such cases it is to be remembered that 
the suflfering inflicted, though produced 
by the sins of others, falls, not upon the 
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guiltless, but upon those vbo deserve it 
all and more than all, on account of their 
own sins, and oftentimes by similar trans- 
gressions. 

Something of this is to be reg^- 
ed in the denunciation of our Saviour 
against Jerusalem. "That upon yoa 
may come all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth from the blood of righteous 
Abel to the blood of Zacharias. Verily 
I say unto you, it shall be required of this 
generation." This was not saying that 
preceding generations would escape, but 
simply that the crisis, in which the divine 
retributions were to be experienced in this 
world, was deferred till the measure of 
iniquity should be full ; and those crimes 
for which, from generation to generation 
vengeance had been denounced, but no 
repentance exercised, were at length all 
visited upon an unrepenting generation, 
who themselves were guilty of tfao greatest 
crime in the whole annals of the race. 



AND RBTBIBimVE AWARDS* 56 

f The retributive providence of God is 
sometimes evolved in the sure though dis- 
tant operations of natural causes, which 
he does not interpose to prevent ; as, for 
e;xample, the unjust conquests of the 
Bomans were followed by the introduc- 
tion of habits that led to the ruin of the 
empire. And the iniquitous conduct of 
Spain^ in the discovery and possession of 
the South American continent, though for 
a time it filled the nation with wealth, is, 
by natural causes, connected with her 
present miseries. Just so, an unjust ac- 
cumulation of wealth by individuals, 
though it may go unpunished during a 
man's lifetime, is not unfrequently fol- 
lowed by evil courses in his children; 
the sins of the fathers are visited upon the 
children, in being made the progenitors of 
their sins ; with their own concurrence, 
certainly, andaguilty concurrence, but not 
the less a visitation, and a dreadful one. 
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from God; forbad thofle parents been 
virtuous, then those very same cbildreny 
in all likelihood, had been virtuous aUo« 
And this proverb, <* he that is greedy of 
gain troubleth his own house," is as true 
of nations, as it is of individuals. 

The retributive providence of Grod 
may be prevented by repentance, nor 
would it, in any of those cases where it 
has been so signally and awfully illus- 
trated, have received such an illustration, 
if repentance had intervened^ " At what 
instant I shall speak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up 
tod puU down, and destroy it, if that na- 
tion against whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will irepent of 

THE EVIL THAT I THOUGHT TO DO UNTO 

THEM." Here stands out a great and 
most merciful provision in God's national 
statute book. Sincere repentance pre- 
vents the threatened evil, in nations as 
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well as individuals. There is, besides, 
another wondrous shield that stands be- 
tween God's wrath and the nation that 
deserves it, and that is his own consti- 
tuted church, and the prayers of his 
redeemed people. The Sodoms and Go- 
morrahs of our day would doubtless flame 
up to heaven in their ruin, as they cry up 
to heaven in their sins, were it not for the 
righteous men, that by God's grace, in- 
stead of five or ten, answer bis requisition 
to Abraham sometimes by hundreds and 
thousands. How beautifully is this truth 
conveyed in those lines of the poet Cow- 
per, which I love to repeat and dwell 
upon, descriptive of the world's depend- 
ance, for its happy existence, upon the 
living presence of the Christian ! — 

** Perhaps the sel^pproving haughty world, 
That, as she sweeps him with her whistling silks, 
Scarce deigns to notice him, or, if she see. 
Deems him a cypher in the works of God, 

advantage from hit noiseless hours,* 

6 



^Or^hiohth^'UCtl^AreamB. ' PMopli she oives 

Her suiubiiie and her raio, her blooming spring, 

And plenteous liarvcst, to tho'prayerlie makes, 

When, 'IsaacHke, the ■oliwry naint 

Walks forth to meditate at eventide, 

Xnd think on her, who thitiks ilot for herself." 



Sometimes tbe Gburch herself beoomes 
paTtictpator in tbe sins of a rebellioos 
people, and tben the shield against 6od''8 
'Wrath proves its condactor* ' It is a fear- 
ful climax of evil when this is the case* 
'This, in troth, especially in tbe Oriental 
World, reads the history of more than one 
Iiliti6n, once Christian, btit now blotted 
irom existence, or lost in heathenism. 

Sometimes the long sufiering of €rod is 
-carried so far, that it seems as if there 
w^re no cogiiiizance taken of national 
crimes, iniquities being committed 'at 
which the heavens and tbe earth cry out 
for their enormity, and yet God's justice 
sleeps. This makes the nations btlrdy in 
their sins ; they laugh at the predictions 



oC Qoif'^s yi^mk% W^ scp<3^Uy. ask, 
where is the proqwi^of t)i9 coj^y^g:? Tlp» 
iin(9Mt:tvift«^. <JU4' tbio^; ami wl^ea Jgi^och 

smdi f^9^e^ like tfa^ Qc^ponriqg q£ tb^ 
aoviejii ^ml»» bia preclict^iQi>s ol* tW dalug? 
of diviqe veBgeancef he. was a^^ailed wiib 
tjbiei foiy oC unbelm£ and wratiu The (ar 
etlit; ^tb which naUoiiB become atbeietB 
ia their public capacity, aad scora the 
idea that. God iitfeipoaea in human affair a, 
is pajrtljp because soiae mighty and as^ 
tounding interpesitioo, eivmgh to. compel 
the awe of tbe uAiverse, dees, act take 
place in their own generation* They ao'e 
more ohtnae in theii disoerQinent, and 
blind in their unbelief than hardened in^- 
ditiduals, and the most terrific of ike 
divine* judjgments being sometimes- slow 
ini their progress, and unpevc^eived, un- 
noticed,, except by spiritual observem, 
bttye Iktlfi: power toi ari^e^ the deep tide 
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of profligacy. They are the more dread- 
ful because unrecognized. 

God's retributive providence may be 
invisible as the angel of death, and gra- 
dual as the remorseless tide that steals its 
march for centuries, or the malaria that 
depopulates cities, and makes the very 
sight of them the dread of the traveller. 
One might, with almost as much impunity, 
go into the tomb of a plague-stricken mor- 
tal, as linger among the beautiful remains 
of some of those buried cities, whose in- 
quest would rightly be written, died by 
THE VISITATION OF GoD ! — and yet that 
visitation unknown and unacknowledged 
even by the sufferers. Sometimes a series 
of retributive providences is unfolded, no 
one of which, by itself, excites alarm or 
surprise, till in the lapse of ages the 
solemn work is done, the nation has 
passed from existence, and historians 
write its epitaph, and philosophize upon 



the causes of ita falL A lingeriog xlecay 
may be far worse than a sudden over<- 
throw ; so that, in such a case, the com-^ 
mon lamentaiion ol mankind may be 
deeper for the degradation that remains, 
than the glory that has departed. It is 
the same with individucds. And thia 
perhaps was the meaning of that melan- 
choly breathing of thepoet :— 

'^ Thus fares it still in our decay ; 
And yet liie wiser mind 
Mourns less for what age takes away, 
Than what it leaves behind." 

A nation dies when the spirit of every 
thing good and noble dies in it. The 
name may live, when the elements of 
life and beauty have departed. God may 
sufier the sins which a nation is cherishr 
ing to consmne its energies, till the gan- 
grene, becomes incurable, and then his 
abused mercies work their own revenge. 
Hqw solemn, in such a case, are the re- 

6* 
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cords and the proofs of the divine indig- 
nation — the prediction and the fulfilment 
seen and read together ! 

I have stood beneath the vtralls of the Co- 
liseum in Rome, the Parthenon in Athens, 
and the Temple of Karnak in Egypt : — 
each of them the mighty relic of majestic 
empires, and the synibol of the spirit pf the 
most remarkable ages in the world. The- 
last, carrying you back as in a dream 
over the vtraste of four thousand years, 
might be supposed to owe its superior 
impressiveness to its vast antiquity ; but 
that is not the secret of the strange and 
solemn thoughts that crowd into the 
mind ; it is the demonstration of God's 
wrath fulfilled according to the letter of 
the Scriptures ! No ruins of antiquity are 
so overwhelming in their interest as the 
gigantic remains of that empire, once the 
proudest in the world, and now, accord- 
ing to the very letter of the divine predicr 
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tion, " the base^ of the kingdoms." 
From the deep and grim repose of those 
sphinxes, obelisks, and columns, — those 
idols broken at the presence of God,— as 
the mind wanders back to the four hun- 
dred years of Israel's bondage in Egypt, 
methinks you may hear the wail of that 
old and awful prophecy, with the linger- 
ing echo of every successive prediction — 

THE NATION WHOM THET SHALL SERVE 

WILL I JUDGE ! Who would have be- 
lieved it possible, four thousand years 
ago, amidst the vigor and greatness of 
the Egyptian kingdom^ that after that 
vast lapse of time, travellers should come 
from a world then as new, unpeopled, 
and undiscovered, as the precincts of 
another planet, to read the proofs of God's 
veracity in the vestiges at once of such 
stupendous glory and such a stupendous 
overthrow ! And now, if any man, con- 
templating the youthful vigc^:, the energy, 
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the almost indestractiUe life c^ oar own 
oouDtry, finds it diflBcult to believe that, 
the indulgence of the same national sin, 
under infinitely clearer light, may be fiit 
lowed with a similar overthrow,, let him 
wander on the banks of the Nile, and 
think down hours to moments in the 
silent sanctuaries c^ its broken temfdes. 



CHAPTER IV. 



ELEMEirrS OF NATIONAL GRATITUDE AND RESPON- 
SIBIUTY^THE WORD OF GOD^THE CHRISTIAN 
SABBATH*— A CONVERTED JflNISTRY*— THE HOLY 
SPIRIT^A GOOD GOVERNMENT.— FREEDOM OF OFI- 
NION^OMMON SCHOOLS. 



Wb are now prepared to realize the 
truth of our fifth proposition, that the 
enumeration and ackno wledgme nt of 
the causes of national gratitude is an ex- 
ceedingly solemn service. It becomes so 
just in proportion to the number and im-* 
portance of our blessings. What then 
are the elements of national gratitude ? 
We can notice but a few of the 
most important, but in doing this we 
shall find a most inipvessive picture of 



66 NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

our own national responsibilities. The 
first to be mentioned is the possession of 
the word of God, in our own language, 
and without restriction on the reading or 
the publication of it Let any man tra- 
vel in Catholic countries, and he will feel 
the. importance, of the two lattex adjoocts 
of this blessing; To possess the Scrip- 
tures, but in a dead and foreign tongue, is, 
for the mass of the peoplet equivaleidi to 
being deprived of them. To possess 
them in the vernacular, but with the ban 
of the church against their perusal, is» if 
possible, still worse. The free giit of the 
Holy Scriptures to any people is one, the 
greatness of which, as of the responai** 
bilities connected with it^ is not to be dmn 
cribed in language. 

Nest to this blessing is that of the 
Christian Sabbath ; and connected wiirii 
it, the gospel preached in its putky by a 
holy and enlightened ministry.. The woed 



dfGtiA iltMf^&vld ^db 1i& lircle ^06d, if 
fte SkbbiBrth Vere blotted frota fe!ristenee, 
ot- ifftie <ibh^Ut6d expounders anfd tfe^bb- 
ei-s of thfe ^ord wete imcofivetted men, 
or ftteffiefrs 'of its doctrines. Whhotft 
ddtibt >the gospel is preached in this 
coxtnvty *t<ritb a simplicity and ^liaiti- 
ness ttiore accordafnt with its nature, »nd 
by men ftiore >g«efneTailly of experimetital 
piety, than in any other country in the 
world. The greatness of this blessitJg, 
again, we cannot 'adequately appreciate. 
The gift of the Holy Spirit, in oon- 
nedtion with the proclaTnation of the gos- 
pel, is another vast atid incdcuflable bless- 
ing, without which indeed, those akea*^ 
dy mentioned, though they might benefit 
the temporal condition of our race, wouM 
bebfno avail for their highest itttere^ts. 
The effusion of the Spirit of God, to 
render divine truth effectual in the cdn- 
Versioh' of imen, is the culminating gift in 
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the series of blessings parcbased by the 
crucifixioD of the Saviour. It is the last 
object of prayer, the only possible groand 
of the advaDcement of the Redeemer's 
Kingdom, the only hope of individoal or 
national salvation. In the continued oat- 
pouring of the Spirit, and the revivals of 
religion consequent upon it, we are enjoy- 
ing the hig^st possible proof of the divine 
favor, the highest possible assurance c^ 
our country's safety, and the highest pos- 
sible means of usefulness. Our moral 
power over the nations is increased and 
enhanced in an incalculable degree, and 
our preparation for the mighty part which 
we fondly hope God destines our nation 
to take in the world's evangelization, must 
become, by the continuance of this bles^ 
ing, well-nigh perfect. Our responsibili- 
ties are greater than those of any other 
nation, just in proportion as we precede 
the rest of the world in the enjoyment of 
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this new and m£u*vellous element of na** 
tional gratitude, the Baptism of the Spirit 
. These are the four highest elements of 
mercy and responsibility, our four great- 
est blessings, because they are religious 
blessings, and constitute, in their union, 
the perfect gift of our religion. Three 
other elements may be named, compre- 
hending our political and social interests. 
A wise and good government well 
administered. A government may be 
good in its constitution, but spoiled in its 
administration. It may be evil in its con- 
stitution, and therefore evil in its admin^ 
istration, even though conducted with all 
the wisdom and benevolence of which it 
is capable ; and it may be both bad in 
itself and badly administered. Most go- 
vernments in the world come under this 
last description, for they have generally 
been but so many organized systems of 
despotism and oppression; the power and 
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Ittzury of the few, built upon the crashed 
miiidfi, hearts, and hopes of the maoy. In 
such a world of violence and misrule^ a 
good government is a gifi; of God's mercy 
of inappreciable value, an element of na-* 
tional gratitude and responsibihty as pre^ 
ciouis as it is rare* A good government 
is an essential requisite for a grand and 
lasting instrumentality in the world's 
QvangeUzation. Most governments are 
so wicfced in their very essence, that the 
kingdom of Christ will have to be es^ 
tablisbed on their ruins. Now we think 
it must be admitted that there ape fewer 
evils in the theory and administration of 
the jpvemment of this Tcountiy than of 
any other in the world. It is perhaps the 
bent adapted to the growth of ^pec^le ia 
knowledge, ys^fiilness, and holiness* 
At $my rate, in comparison with the un* 
happy ccAStitqtion of other governments, 
H is <^ su^ 9M|^m9 e:(peUenQe and 
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blessedness, as to constitute for us an 
immense ground of thanksgiving and 
responsibility. 

A sixth element of national gratitude 
is freedom of opinion* I mention this as 
being tbe surest index and the most im- 
portant result of civil and religious liber^ 
ty* We can scarcely appreciate this 
blessing in our own country, for, like tbe 
air that we breathe, it has been round 
about us from our infancy. But tbe pages 
of history are a perpetual record of wars 
and persecutions on account of opinion. 
Political opinions, religious opinions, and 
even philosophical opinions, when they 
have been supposed to run counter to the 
tetiets of the Church, have been prose* 
euted ad crimes. Our discourse would 
be filled with names only^ should we lit* 
tempt to enumerate even a small part in 
the list (^ tbe martyrs of opinion. B«it 
are not all men free to think? it m£^ be 
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asked. Yes ! as much as a prisoner in his 
cell is free to go the length of his chain, 
or to walk from one wall to the other. But 
can outward shackles or threats of per- 
secution stop the fireedom of opinion ? Most 
assuredly. They induce the habit of slavish 
thinking ; they make the mind's habitual 
state a state of bondage ; they make it 
think, not freely, but according to received 
rules and dogmas, and paths traced out. 
The interdict against the free publication 
of opinion is an interdict also upon the 
formation of opinion, for it is as true, as it 
is beautifully expressed, that 

— — Thoughts shut up want air. 

And spoil, like boles miopeiied to the son; 

and so, in a very short time there will be 
no wholesome thought at alL The mind 
suflSx^tes in such a prison, just as a light, 
put beneath an air-tight receiver, is eztin* 
guished. Even in this country, free as it is, 
ther^ is yet the element of bondage and 
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of persecution. Even here there are so 
many adverse influences, that in making 
your investigations in dark quarters with 
the torch of truth, you need to have a safe- 
ty lamp, like Sir Humphrey Davy's in* 
vention, which you may thrustf with its 
liglit, into the midst of the impurest gases, 
or the moment it touches them they will 
blow you up* Still, there is a freedom of 
opinion in this country greater and more 
abscdute than any where in the world. It 
constitutes a most important elemet^ in 
our causes of national thanksgiving. 

The seventh and last elemetit, which I 
shall mention, is that of good commoii 
sdiools. I take thi^ as the criterion of 
exeeUence and universality in a national 
education. No language can tell the greait* 
ness of this Uessing. In the possession 
and the right use of it^ any country would 
rise to greatness and prosperity. . Good 
common schools, the common schools of 

7* 
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New-England, are a mighty and blessed 
discipline to the mind, the heart, the con-^ 
science. They put the elements of power 
into every hand, and teach every mind to 
govern them.. It were to be wished that 
a vast deal more of care and attention 
were devoted to them in this state and 
city. We have only to step over into 
England, and we may there see, for want 
of that common blessing of our land, com- 
mon schools, the benefit of that other great 
blessing, Sabbath schools, in a great 
degree ui^nown. For the Sabbath 
school in England is merely two hours of 
the common day school of this country 
turned into the Sabbath, to give to the 
poor the miserable apology for that inesti- 
mable blessing, from the enjoyment of 
which they are excluded during the week.* 
It is a good element in our common 
school instruction that it is not sectarian. 

♦ Note A. 
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And it ought never to become so. In 
countries the least enUghtened, and the 
most despotic, it is ; the genius of the 
Roman Catholic religion makes it so. 
And, truly, I wonder that the advocates 
of that religion in this country should 
have had so little of their wonted saga- 
city as to be willing to expose and obtrude 
into notice so obnoxious a feature in their 
system. I wonder that they do not also 
claim that a particular portion of heaven's 
atmosphere be waUed up from the rest 
of the canopy that overhangs our city, 
and consecrated to their exclusive posses- 
sion. The air that we breathe is not more 
the free, unmortgaged, unprejudiced, and 
equal property of all, thjan ought to be the 
element of common school instruction.* 

With these grand elements of national 
blessedness and thanksgiving, a world 
might be up in arms against us, and we 

• Not© B. 



76 NATIONAL BB8P<»r8IBILITIB8 

could Stand the shock ; a world might be 
sank in wretchednesSf and we could 
bless, redeem^ and save it« We aie 
bound to see to it, that we do not neti- 
tralize the power and benefit of these 
blessings, and the power of our own ex- 
amfie over the nations, by the practice 
of iniquity among ourselves ; of iniquity, 
perhaps, which every civilized nation 
under heaven has abandcMied. It is to 
be fondly hoped that Grod will not per- 
mit uft so to thwart his goodness* In the 
atrocious iniqui^ committed by theEng- 
nation m its attack upon the (^linese 
for the defence of the privilege 
of poisoning the natives of that Eaipire 
with smugged opium, we can see how 
far even a professedly Christian peofde 
may go in acts that renders its mcnral 
power over others a nulli^ and a laug^ 
ing stock. We are bound to avoid such 
monstrous inconsistencies, and not only 



AND RETRISnTIVE AWABBS. 77 

to take care, for ourselves, of the bless- 
ings God has bestowed upon us, but to 
use them as the means of blessedness to 
the world. We are bound to watch over, 
for ourselves and others, the element of 
freedom of opinion, that it do not dege*' 
nerate into licentiousness and atheism ; 
of a free government, that it be justly ad- 
ministered ; of common schools, that they 
be well taught and every where provided 
for ; of the word of God, that it be every 
where disseminated ; of the Gospel, that 
it be preached in purity ; of the Sabbath, 
that it be not desecrated and abused ; of 
revivals of religion, that they be not, 
through the sins of the people, and the 
lukewarmness of the Church, permitted 
to cease from existence. 

Perhaps there is not another nation in 
the world that possesses together all 
these elements of blessedness, these 
merciful tokens of God's peculiar favor. 



78 NATIONAL RBSFONSIBILITIBS 

I am sure there is no other people pos- 
sessing them to the degree that We do. 
Nor is it in the power of language to des- 
cribe, or of the mind to measure, the ex- 
tent of obligation and responsibility with 
which they load us as a nation. They 
open before us, and urge upon us, a ca* 
reer of benevolence and glory, such as 
no other people ever entered on, sucli as 
no other can command. They mark as 
distinctly a great design of Ood in regard 
to us, as if some aged prophet of the 
Lord — some majestic, heaven-inspired 
Isaiah-Hliree thousand years a^, had 
written down, as in the case of Oyms, 
our very name and character in the scroll 
of his predictions. The thought of the 
possibility of a waste and abuse of these 
mercies, a feilure of these high purposes 
of Grod in regard to us, is painful in the 
extreme. How much more so, if the 
view of our obstinately cherished sins, our 
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forming habits, and the festering erils in 
our system, render it in the least de^ 
gree probable. Surely, there is a voice 
to us, as there was to ancient Israel, 
from the bright array of our spiritual 
mercies especially, and in reference to 
their peculiarity—" YOU only have I 
known of all the nations of the earth, 
therefore YOU will I punish for all your 
iniquities !" And God has preserved 
that degraded and all but annihilated 
people, with the marb^ of his wrgith upon 
them, in the sight of the nations, as it 
were like a lost archangel with the deep 
thunder scars of his &11 entrenched in 
hi£( once bright countenance, to t^cb 
surviving empire3i on a most mighty and 
terrific waie of vengeance, the awful 
consequejiceA of despised mercies, guiU 
pereiAtad in, and vast respon^ubiUtiefi 
abused* Let me repeat tb9 lesson, 
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copied by the instructive genius of C!ow- 
per, from the pages of inspiration : 

Their glory fiided, and tfaetr nee ditpened. 
The ]a»t of natumii now, tfaougfa once the first. 
They warn and teach the proodeft, woaJd they leara. 
Keep wifdom, or meet vengeance in your turn ; 
If we eicaped not, if Heaven tpared not as, 
Peeled, scattered, and exterminated thtts ; 
If vice received her retribittion doe. 
When we were visited, what hope for yon 1 
When God arises, with an awfiil frown. 
To ponisb hist, or pfaick presumption down. 
When gifts perverted, or not duly prized. 
P leasure o'er vahied and his gnee despised, 
Provoke the vengeance of his n^husooM hand, 
Topoor down wradi upon a thankless land. 
Ha will he fimnd impartially severe, 
Too just to wink or ^leak the gidlQr clear. 

^^ Behold^ therefore/' says the apostle 
PauU in reference to the same grand and 
tragic lesson ; << behold, therefore, the good^ 
ness and severity of God ; on them which 
fell severity, but towards thee goodness, 
if thou continue in his goodness : other- 
wise, THOU AL60 SHALT BE CUT OFF." 
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ne time of rest, the pronuMd Sabbttth, eonm ! 
8ix ikommad jetm at sorrow bare well nigh 
Falilled tkeir tardy and disastroos coarse 
Orer a sialal world ; and what renaias 
Of this tempe^wms statjB of taomaii thii^ 
Is merely na the wm-kinf of the sea 
Befive a cafan, that rocks itself to rest: — 
For he, whose car the winds are, and the clonds 
The dost dMi iPBSts optMi his sidtrj mardi. 
When ;riB hpth BMnred hin, aa^ his wvfth.is bot,--> 
S^mD visit earth in mercy; shall descend 
Propitioastn his chariot paved with love; 
And iiduKt his storms have blasted and defikced 
For man's revolt, shall with a smile repair. 

ThbTask. Book VL 
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FART1CCLAX8 OF THE DIVINE PftOVn>ENC&— GRCJR 
01U0IN.-OUB. GGVERNMENT.-OUB. PREVIOUS AND 
SUCCESSIVE DISCIPLINE.— FREEDOM FROM A REU- 
CnoUS JSSFtKtHWfSStVt^HT. 

It ^ilroald be difficalt tx> find a more 
adlemh aehd definite annoiinceaient of the 
rule of God's providence toWaords ti» as a 
people, than is contained in the pafsdtige 
adduced at the close of the pifecedttlg 
cliapter. There can be no doubt that it 
is addressed to naticms as well as indivi- 
duals ; to the Gentile nation in codtradiis- 
tinctioQ: from fte Jewish nation. We are 
'admonished by the fisill of the Jews, the 
tlegection 6f the natmral btanebes of die 
iAive« to beware, lest xik fxsccmnt'bt vfcnr 
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sinsy God reject us also, who at best, are 
only grafted in upon the original stock. 

For eighteen centuries the experience of 
nations has been commenting upon this 
text ; and even that of England and Ame- 
rica may yet have to be annexed to it, in 
the course of the divine indignation on 
account of national sins. Doubtless, there 
is ample time and verge enough within 
the scope of the vast circle of prophecy, 
ibr such an additional illustration of God's 
justice on a mighty scale. The Divine Be- 
ing might make a short work upon the earth , 
and yet within its limits there might be 
traced the overthrow and destruction of a 
nation like our own, because of our in- 
gratitude, and the selection and prepara- 
tion of another people for the accomplish- 
ment of the Divine purposes of mercy to 
the world. Nevertheless, we hope that 
in regard both to ocu: own and the whole 
world's evangelizationt the commands 
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laid upon us, are kio greater than God will 
yet bestow the power, the willingness, and 
the grace to accomplish. In this he^, 
after the survey we have taken of the 
more genened methods of Ood's providence 
among the nations, and of the more im* 
portant elements of national gratitude and 
responsibility, let us now endeavor to 
trace a little more closely the tenor of 
God's discipline in regard to ourselves; 
and the grand divine purpose indicated 
by it. 

Among the circumstances that combine 
to put a great degree of moral power into 
our hands, and to invest us with great re- 
sponsibilities, we may enumerate the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

1. Our origin as a peiople has been no- 
ble. We are made out of the sternest 
materials the world could furnish. Our 
ancestry were self-denying, heroic, ener- 
getic, pi6us. The older the world grow^ 

8* 
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die more will it bcMior the name of Pmo* 
TAN. That tide will be a 83rDODyme ibf 
all that is iUastrious in patriotism, fearless 
in liberty y devoted in pieQr* Oor Puritan 
fiuhers were the best spirits of England* 
Bom in agitated times, nursed in the iroo 
cradle of persecntion, freemen of the freest 
country then upon earth, and freemen by 
a yet nobler title, with the liberty that 
Christ gives to his people. 

A truly virtuous parentage, is the no- 
blest inheritance of individuals. The son 
of Edmund Burke would have been 
moulded by the spirit, and animated by 
the memory, and mantled around with 
the moral powerof so illustrious a &ther. 
It is still nobler for a whole people. None 
can tdl the prodigious moral power we 
derive from habits induced, and senti- 
ments instilled into the common mind in 
the childhood of our existence, by men 
that walked \^ith God. They kept iha 



OF TAB UNITED STATES. 87 

Sabbath; and to this circumstance is 
owing the superior sacredness ' of that 
day's observance in this country, com- 
pared with its almost universal desecra- 
tion in other countries. Tou may call it 
a prejudice, if you will, that extreine vene- 
ration of feeling and strictness of practice, 
but to be girded in our infancy by such 
prejudices, is to have an iron constitution 
for God's service in our n^nhood. 

In every respect our origin imposes 
upon us vast obligations. It was so extra- 
ordinary as to fix upon us the gaze of 
nations. Born of such parents, it is 
demanded, it is expected, that our whole 
existence shall be a lofty course of freedom 
and piety, expansive as the world, and 
lasting as the continent we inhabit. Our 
ancestors were men of prayer. Their 
supplications gird us about, even now; 
like a wall of adamant. They ofiered 
them in faith and fervor, amidst trial and 
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disliess ; tbey probaUy behold ao answer 
every day, in the blessings that we re- 
ceive. By the power of soch prayers 
they aie, as it were, still in the midst of 
ns, a band of rigfateons men, for whose 
sake we may be spared and redeemed, 
though oar own gnilt threatens destriic- 
tion. 

2. To soch a discnjdine in oor parent- 
age God has superadded the great and 
blessed gift of a free government, simple 
inits constitation, and emanating fiom the 
people. It was necessary to prepare a 
people for such a gift by such a disci- 
fdine. It could not have been bestowed 
upon any other people already in exist- 
ence, And educated under the power of 
]NrincipIes, habits, and manners, at va* 
lianee with it and inadequate to its sup* 
port. It grows out of and is adapted to 
our ctrcumstsmces ; our political freedom 
flings fiom our rdigious li e ed o m ; and 
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a £>nn of government beneath which any 
other people would run wild, or else 
would soon convert it into some iron 
form of despotism, fits us in its i^irit.and 
texture as a coat of. flexible mail fits the 
body, and forms an instrument of prodi- 
gious power ia all our movements. 

We have a government that leaves us 
at.leisure to prosecute our purposes ; it 
is a part of ourselves. In most cases 
the government and the people, in theory 
if not in practice, are at variance, just as 
if the one were in essential enmity and 
jealousy against the other. Hostility of 
course arises, and nations have too much 
to do with their own political struggles 
to look after the world's spiritual interests. 
With us it is not so. Our government is 
the people's government, and in it they 
are secure. Whatever dispute there 
may be as to the theoretical merits of 
different forms of government, whether 
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the xhonarcbkal or the lepablTdBiA 'fikm 
be the best, the question for us is^ settled 
by a degree of happmess and froapetity 
resuUmg from our repubHcaa cohstitatkm 
unexampled in the whole world* 

I believe that a republic, with that |>re- 
paration for it which €rod has granted t»i, 
is better fitted than any other fornii of 
government for the accomplishmeot of his 
spritual purposes of mercy to the world* 
Its unostentatious frame-work and the 
simplicity of its aim, admit of a perfect 
^ance with the spirit asid precepts bf 
our religion. Most governments, being 
in their very constrtution nothing but COE^ 
triVances of individual or oligarcbicfiil 
lascmy, power, and pride, the t^^n of 
the gospel cannot mingle with theuTt bid 
ifi compelled to stand aloof, mbd at dib 
nttertncstcancnly db sdlmetlungto nen^ 
traHse and micigate Uieir'eviL The Bap 
tttm^ of die Natioas wiM doikbiiesa Bb 
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vc^M^bflftfed tp itiQ99 firfit tbat are Jaci^tpar^r. 
p^i^.fiNTiit ; aad.m;Qwr vifiw. a repttblie 
ryidf,a4miws4ei:e4<3PQ«titutefka StM», 
in wjik^ tb^rev^ tbe fei^rf^ obstaplei^ia 
tl^ W9y of ,sucb .a reigenfiraticm. lovfiter 
ratQ natioa^ prejudioes, aotiqoci cher 
riab^^ atmses, axul uiyust pcac)tice«. 
ic4u)gedi constitute agrpQud c^resi^tancd 
to.tbe Holy. Obost in nations as well aa 
individuals* Tbe various establisbments 
of Great Britain are. opposed to sucb a 
National Baptism by the Divine Spirit as 
\m» b^n .referred to«. Tbe simplicity of 
oqr institutionsv on tbe other band, favors 
it. 

3. Tbe discipline by \rbicb we were 
prepared br sucb a govemmenl; has been 
^owed \j^ a discipline in its establish^ 
meal; eqaaUj adapted tobonor and stutr, 
tain it. Tbe cbaracter of. onr revolution 
w^.wortbyof tbe character and stri^lg^. 
of our Puritan ancestors* Tbe same lofQr 



9S DISCIPLUfB, DBSnNY, AND DtJTT 

principles were iDVolved in it, and deve- 
loped, and established by it, in the sight of 
all the world. It was a great thing, be- 
sides the blessing of a Puritan ancestry, 
toJ[)e honOTed with the gift of snch a being 
as Washington for the second fiuher of 
his country. We came into existence as 
an independent people under the most 
&vorable circumstances. Our birth was 
not premature, nor were we rocked and 
dandled into manhood. We were disci- 
plined by adversity, and had enough of 
storm to indurate, without breaking our 
firame. Our revolutionary contest is 
known to have been sustained by prayer; 
the formation of our constitution is asso- 
ciated with pious recollections ; for that, 
too, was built up under the influence of 
prayer. The more our history becomes 
known, the more we shall be expected to 
exhibit, wherever we go, a mod^ of piety 
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to God, as well as freedom and fearless- 
ness towards man. -■ 

Our atmosphere is the natural mountain 
air of liberty and piety, and as fast as 
other nations become sufficiently enlight- 
ened and religious, our institutions, in es- 
sence and in spirit, will probably prevail. 
As fast as wise revolutions take place in 
other countries, as fast as thrones crum- 
ble, and tyranny breaks up, and the peo- 
ple grasp the power, they will look to us 
with more earnestness, and a deeper 
veneration. We shall have a hold on the 
esteem and afiections of the world, which 
nothing but our own betrayal of their con- 
fidence by a career of crime can diminish. 
Our very existence, in freedom and hap- 
piness, under a government more purely 
popular and republican than has ever pre- 
vailed among civilized men from the be- 
ginning of the world, exerts, of itself, a 
power over the nations utterly ipcalcula- 

9 
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ble. All Europe would be in a very di& 
ferent condition, if» from the influences 
that have made Europe what it is, you 
could abstract merely the example of the 
continued existence of this nation. 

4. In granting us the blessing of a free 
government, Grod has also graciously sepa<» 
rated his Church in this country, from a base 
and unnatural dependance on the StatQi 
and has granted us the blessing of a free 
and independent chu rch organization. He 
has blessed us with a freedom from church 
establishments, such as the world has not 
seen, nor the church known, for many oen«- 
turies. He has not permitted that ppliti- 
co-spiritual incubus to weigh us down ; 
that source of pride, contention, worldli- 
nesSf and vainglory to exist among us* 
The deliverance of the Church from this 
monstrous evil, it has cost longtime, and 
a world of patient labor to work out* It 
was no part even of the Beformation to 
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accomplish diis blessing. A refuge in the 
wilderness of this western world must be 
providedf and a band of holy men driven 
into it by persecution ; and evbn now it 
is only a few years since the perfect sepan 
ration of the Church from the State was 
accomplished in this country. The era 
was worthy of a place in the chronology 
of the most remarkable events in the 
world's history ; for the perfection of 
religious freedom is as rare and won- 
derful a possession as the perfection 
of civil freedom. Indeed, till within 
a few years its very existence has been 
supposed impossible! and what men have 
termed the voluntary principle, has been 
regarded with the utmost horror, as if it 
were the very annihilation of religion 
among men, the disorganization and de- 
struction of all religious societies. 
. The idea that God has instituted a 
Gbarch which cannot stand without the 
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ami of the civil government to lean npon, ' 
is bat part of that system which supposes 
the people to exist for the pleasure of their 
rulers, and not the rulers at the will and 
for the good of the people. Religion being 
the dearest of all human possessions, if 
the civil government can tyrannize over 
that, its despotism over all other things is 
unlimited and secure. The idea, therefore, 
that religion is not a great governmental 
establishment, but a popular and volun- 
tary thing, annihilates an old and sanctified 
prejudice, and strikes down one of the 
strongest buttresses of tyranny. In truth, 
voluntary associations of any kind, con- 
tain within themselves the germ of civil 
and religious freedom. If men can do one 
thing without the intervention either of a 
bench of bishops or a bench of peers, they 
can another, so that voluntary associa- 
tions do, sooner or later, carry in them- 
selves the death warrant both of civil and 



OB THB VJiVSBJ> SVATBa^ 97 



despotism* In the Success^ 
Meilaaipk and experiment of theGhurcb 
in tbis country, a monstrous and tyranni- 
oid prejudice has been shaken and rooted 
ftom its foundation, which, under whal^ 
ever goodly name or forms has filled society 
with persecution, bloodshed, and bond*^ 
age, and which, if not overthrown^ would 
have rendered the complete triumph of 
the Grospel, in the accomplishment of the 
world's evangelization, impossible. 

To show, in one particular direction; 
the nature of establishments, as an obslar 
G\e against the spread of the Gk>spel,— * 
the unalterable essence of the spirit of 
bigotry, domination, and exclusiveiiesff 
connected with them,r^it is enough t^; 
notice the following fact. A clergymali' 
of the Church of England, being on hea- 
dien ground, proposed attending a prayer*^ 
meeting hdd by the missionaries of the 
American Board. He was threatened 

9» 
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by another Episcopal clergyman, though 
not of the Church of England, but of this 
country, and it would seem outrunning 
even his brother o( the establishment in 
the comprehensive energy and despotic 
consistency of High Church principles, 
that if he did dare attend the unhallowed 
conventicle, he should be complained of 
to the established authorities of his Mother 
Church. Rather than make difficulty, the 
divinely ordained servant of the estab- 
lishment, exorcised of the inconsistent 
spirit of liberality and lowliness, submis- 
sively repressed his yearnings after com- 
munion with his missionary praying 
brethren, and iiiasmuch as that was all 
that an establishment could there do to 
show its superiority, or to maintain the 
exclusive divine right and dignity of 
Episcopal ordination, left the unanointed 
missionaries to pray alone ! Poor, forlorn, 
proscribed disciples! Had it been a 
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little earlier in the world's history, instead ' 
of quietly pursuing your holy work, with 
silent pity for the arrogant assumptions 
of your brethren, and the exhibition of 
a spirit so inconsistent with the business 
of the world's conversion, you would have 
expiated your offence perhaps within 
the walls of a prison ! In the good 
providence of God, it is mainly through 
the existence of a Church without an 
establishment in this country, that it 
has come to be possible for a society of 
Christians not only to pray alone and un- 
molested any where, but even to be 
honored and revered of men, and sanc- 
tioned and glorified in the descent of 
the Divine Spirit, though untitled, and 
unsanctioned,' either by the seal of 
Pope or Bishop, King or Queen. 

What could be supposed, as to the pros- 
pect of the world's evangelization, if the 
spirit of the gospel, instead of being that 



152495 
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free» unshackled, beneTolenti ^Joiereai 
essence that it is, bad been tbe Aamyw, 
prond^ exclusiye, dictatorial, persecutii^, 
papistical spirit, that constitotes . the 
essence of a prelatical, and,— *in refereoee 
to the war it has waged against all sects 
not within its own bosom, I had almost 
said — piratical establishment ! To coo- 
vert this world unto Christ, a religion is 
needed, not of forms and ceremonies, and 
arrogant assumptions and titles, bat a 
religion of humility, meekness, and love ; 
a religion that can, if need be, become all 
things to all men, and not a religion 
which, even on heathen ground, woidd- 
rather part with the spirit of the gospel 
itself, than relinquish a solitary jot of its 
unhallowed, haughty, bigoted preteosions*^ 
I regard the delineation of the New Jero-- 
salem, in the Book of John's revelation, as 
a remarkable description of the nature 
of that religion which is to fill the world. 
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I SAW vo Tebsple therein : for the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
ABE the Temple of it. A most signi- 
ficant indication is here presented of the 
liberty, universality, and omnipresence, 
like the all-penetrating and surrounding 
air, of that worship of God, which is one 
day to fill the earth with its blessedness. 
There will be no mediatorial images, 
crosses, liturgies, or exclusive ceremonies, 
to come between the soul and God ; or 
to monopolize and stereotype the expres- 
sion of its piety ^ no self-assumptive 
titles, or arrogant pretensions to the sole 
divine sanction ; no cathedrkls or orato- 
tories where God so exclusively abides, 
that none can rightly worship but within 
their sacred precincts ; but a presence 
and a worship that gathers, not sects and 
churches merely, nor Presbyterian, nor 
Episcopal, nor prelatical establishmentSy 
but whole nations into its bosom ! 



CHAPTER VI. 



PAETICULAR8 OF THE DIVINE FROVIDENCB OOIITI- 
NUED^A REGENERATED AND EDUCATED lUNU- 
TRY^REVIVALS OP RELIOION^PREVALENCE OF 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 



5. Next to the blessing of freedom 
from a religious establishment may be 
named, as fitting us for a great share in 
the world's evangelization, an enlightened 
and converted ministry, and a high stand- 
ard of theological education. For the 
last great conflict with the powers of 
darknesSf a ministry is needed possessing, 
the spirit and conversant with the riches, 
of God's word, a ministry girded with the 
armor of righteousness on the right. band 
and on the left, and of practised. ikiU in. 
the use of it* Now there can be no doubt 
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-that theological education is advancing 
to a perfection in this countryy the educa- 
tion both of knowledge amassed and 
practical experience gained, such as it 
has reached in no other ; a circumstance 
that may encourage us to believe that we 
are destined for an instrumentality in the 
advancement of the Redeemer's King- 
dom among the nations, not local or tem- 
porary^ but universal and perpetual. 

6* Next to this, and in close connection 
with it, is to be named the gift of the Holy 
Spirit in revivals of religion. Year after 
year we may hope they are becoming 
wider, deeper, more constant. We may 
hope in the divine mercy, that throughout 
the nation this leaven of blessedness will 
continue to work, till the whole is leaven- 
ed ; nay, we have some reason to believe 
that God will make even us, as a people, 
his first example of a great nation wholly 
penetrated with the influence, and obe- 
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dient to the principles of Divine Graoe. 
At any rate, the moral power which 
revivals of religion continued must 
ffYOf is immense ; the responsibility they 
lay upon us cannot be conceived. To 
what extent it may please God to work 
speedilyt in the same glorious manner, in 
other countries, we cannot tell; we may 
hope he is preparing the way ; and doubt- 
less, if we are humble and prayerful, he 
will continue the blessing to us, and make 
revivals here the forerunners and instru- 
ments in producing thein elsewhere* 
Thus, while religion flourishes at home, 
our religious power abroad will be mag> 
nified to a gigantic extent. As the foun- 
tain deepens and widens here, we may 
multiply its streams throiHghout the earth ; 
not only to carry salvation to the heathen, 
but to refresh, invigorate^ and purify the 
old and corrupt establishments of all 
Christendom. 
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Our revivals are a display ^of God's 
mercy and grace, that already has stirred 
up the dormant energies of the English 
churchy and has excited the wonder, the 
investigation, the prayers, and the imita- 
tion of pious men throughout Great Bri*- 
tain. Then, too, the greatest revival of 
religion in modem times, the revival in 
the Sandwich Islands, has taken place by 
God's mercy, under the instrumentality of 
our missionaries. The influence of these 
things must be felt, wherever they are 
beard of, and the transaction of religious 
phenomena so wonderful, so glorious, will 
make the nations be looking for a vast in- 
crease of our pious enterprise and activity. 
And while these effusions of the Spirit 
must, of necessity, rouse such an expecta- 
tion, they will give us the power, provided 
we keep at the foot of the cross, where 
only our safety lies, amply to fulfll it 

They are, indeed, a consolation amidst all 

10 
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oar fears ; they call for unoeasing grati- 
tude to Gody of whose pattence,. forbear- 
anoOy and infinite compassion, they are so 
astonishing an. exhibition. Notwithstand- 
ing the dark signs of the times, they hold 
out to us the animating hope, that he de- 
signs this country to be yet the main 
instrument in the world's regeneration; 
and that he is beginning to prepare the 
American church, by a vast access to her 
numbers, elevation of her purity, and in- 
crease of her light, for the magnificent 
scale of exertion on which her enterprises 
are hereafter to be conducted. 

7* We speak a language containing vast 
treasures of religious wisdom, and vema- 
ctdar, more or less, over a large portion of 
the globe, and for this and other causes, 
perhaps destined to become an organ of in^ 
temational communication more universal 
dian any other tongue. The students at 
tihe missionary seminary at Basle in Ger- 
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rnany^ well denominated the English lan- 
guage the misflionary language. It might 
almost be called the language of religion^ 
in reference to the vast treasures of tbeo- 
logical science, the mines of religions 
truth,^ and above all, the inestimable works* 
of practical piety, of which it furnishes 
the key^ There is in it a capital of specur 
lati ve and practical theology, rich and ' 
deep enough for the whole world to* 
draw upon. From time to time, God 
himself has especially honored it, and< 
pi^ared it more and more for his glory, 
by giving to the world, through its me-> 
dinm, such works as the: Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress and the Paradise Lost. It is the • 
language of Protestantism, the language r 
of civil and rdigious freedom, the lann 
guage of commercial enterprise, the lan^ 
gvage spoken by the greater portion of. 
seamen in the worlds It is the langu£^g^ , 
of the two f reesti most«enterprising, mosti 
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powerfuU and so fiur as the appellatioii 
can at present be admitted in a natioDal 
sense, most truly Christian nations on the 
globe. 

The English tongue owes so much of 
its power and beauty to the Scriptures, 
that for this reason alone it is almost a 
sanctified instrument for the Church to 
work with. The common translation of 
the Bible, both in Germany and England, 
exerted the most beneficial influence in 
moulding the language, as well as the mind 
and morals of the people. Perhaps it has 
done more in the formation of our lan- 
guage, and the preservation of its purity, 
than all other causes. Bunyan is the 
most remarkable example of its agency in 
the development of genius. It was hit 
intense study of the English Bible that 
gave him the command of a style of such 
native, idiomatic, simjdicity and beauty. 
For him the Scriptures were his miiMPt 
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sole storehouse, both of words and images, 
and his sensibilities opened beneath their 
influence, as the flowers open to the sbn. 
To the same ennobling inspiration the 
greatest of the English poets were indebtn 
ed almost as much as he. So were the 
best prose-writers. Their minds were adl 
baptized in the same cloud of glory, and 
all passed through the same invigoratiagt 
shining sea. And indeed,. if we could 
suppose the whole of that part of British 
literature drawn away, which, in thought 
and imagination, in < feeling; and energy^ 
sprung from the > same fountaiot thecfi 
would remain hardly the skeleton of iti 
living beauty. It would . be dike tbH 
lifeless, inexpressive canvass of a vast 
painting, from wbioh you have destroyed 
the whole perspective, and blotted out 
the imaginative lights and shades. 

Taking all these influences into con- 
sideration, there is not another language 

10* 
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in the world so sacred, so connected with 
holy associations, and, for the treasures 
of religion which it embalms, so import- 
ant to man's highest interests, as the 
English language. We therefore cannot 
but regard its increasing prevalence as a 
great and special indication of the provi- 
dence of God. The time is not far dis-^ 
tant, other causes being supposed to main^ 
tain their influence, when this language 
shall have become an organ for the world's 
literature ; and in addition to this, if we 
mistake not, the world's religious book- 
mart, and most elevated and important 
literary centre, will be found in America. 
The probability of this will be made more 
evident in the light of the next grand 
topic in our enumeration. 



CHAPTER VII. 

ENUMERATION CONTINUED^RAPID INCREASE OF OUR 
POPULATION^-OUR COMMON SCHOOL EDUCATION.— 
OUR RELATIVE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION. 

8. The immense population, speaking 
the English language, ^hich is soon to 
swell the census of the United States, is 
another point of God's providence and 
discipline towards us, of incalculable im- 
portance. It gives to every other consi- 
deration a hundred fold weight in our 
view. It gives magnitude even to trifleSi, 
The tide of our population rolls on with 
tremendous rapidity and power. When 
Mr. Evarts committed the last gift of his 
devoted spirit to the church of Christ in 
this country, in that sublime, prophetic, 



112 1>ISCIPLINE, DE8TINT, AMD PUTT 

and almost iospired productioiiy on the 
Moral Destiny of the United States, he 
made the calculation, based on the safest 
and most probable positions, that in one 
hundred and seventy years from that day, 
the descendants of the present inhabitants 
of the United States would amount to onb 
THOUSAND millions! If any one is 
startled at such an assertion, this being a 
number greater than the present entire 
population of the globe, let it be remem* 
bered that it has been computed, after a 
careful estimate of the capabilities of 
America, that, with the present degree of 
knowledge, and without any reliance upon 
future discoveries in agriculture and the 
artSi this whole continent will sustain at 
least two thousand millions of inhabitants 
in circumstances of comfort* 

But the extreme nearness of this vast 
population to ourselves, and the conse- 
quent incalculable power which the insti- 
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tutions and the spirit of this present gene- 
ration are to exert in moulding its charac- 
ter and destiny, constitute the grand point 
of importance in every benevolent mind. 
Within the period when the grand-chil- 
dren of those now upon the stage of ac- 
tion shall be the actors and spectators in 
our stead, the population of this country 
will have nearly or quite reached the sum 
of two hundred millions. In all human 
experience, no community were ever 
placed, by their mere relative position on 
the banks of the stream of time, at a point 
of such commanding, such overwhelming 
influence and responsibility. The drama 
which successive generations have been 
playing on the theatre of existence, be- 
comes a transitory, dream-like mockery, 
when compared with the seriousness and 
lasting importance of ours. 

Our population doubles once in twenty- 
three years. But to keep within the 
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most probable limits, and on tbis side 
reality, we nmy best take tbe period for 
doubling at twenty-five years- Oar 
population may now be safely assumed > 
at eighteen millions. In twenty-fitVe 
years from this time, in the year 1865i, it 
will therefore be thirty-six millions. In 
1888, in fifty yearsfrom ibis present period, 
it will be seventy-two millions. In se- 
venty-five years it will amount to one bun* 
dred and forty-four millions. And in one 
hundred years, there will be in these 
United States, and by the good pleasure 
of God, under the same government that 
now blesses us, and speaking the same 
language which we speak, two huiMired 
and eighty-eight millions of human beings. 
Groing one step ftirtherin tbe calculation, 
in the space of only one hundred and 
twenty-five years from this diy, five 
hundred and seventy-six millions of im- 
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qooctal ^beings will form the tremendous 
mi^sof the population of this country ! 

The thought becomes so overwhelm- 
ing, that it seems wild, chimerical » incre- 
dible. And yet, allowing the ratio be- 
tween holiness and wickedness to remain 
even as it is, and that there be no increase 
in the proportion of piety in our land, 
even on such an unfavorable supposition, 
except God himself interpose, with some 
vast and awful judgment, the. computa- 
tion is sure. Methinks now we are ready 
to exclaim that the welfare of such a 
future population of our own is an object 
of quite as vast importance, as the evan- 
gelization of the whole world besides. 
And this is most true. But it is equally 
true that, so far as we are concerned, the 
two enterprises of this country's and the 
world's evangelization must advance or 
fluctuate, atand or fall together. Our 
own destiny is not more indissolubly 
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linked with the one than with the other. 
If we do our part for the evangelization 
of the world, we save ourselves ; if we 
neglect that, we destroy ourselves. The 
two experiments are before us, and the 
one is just as completely under our con- 
trol, as the other. 

If the influence exerted over the throng- 
ing multitude of our posterity be such, 
that holiness shall grow up among us as 
fast as our knowledge and population, it 
is easy to see that the whole world's evan- 
gelization through our instrumentality is 
within our reach. We may soon com- 
mand the moral machinery of all the 
globe. Not the most distant and the 
wildest of earth's inhabited regions, but 
must be moved and shaken by the im- 
pulse, whenever we touch the spring. 
We may take whole nations by the hand, 
and raise them up to civil and religious 
liberty, and, under God, infuse into thenr 
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very frame-work the vital spirit of the 
gospel. No alliance of tyranny and 
superstition will be able to stand befote 
us ; by a single look we might almost 
fix)wn down the strongest combinations 
of wickedness. By the pure, simple, 
blessed, legitimate influence of united 
knowledge and holiness, we may exert 
over all nations a power more absolutely 
despotic, and for its spirituality, infinitely 
more glorious, than Rome, with all her 
legions, ever possessed, in the most uni- 
versal extent of her empire. Let the 
bare existence of a truly christian nation, 
with a population of five hundred mU- 
lions be supposed^ and the whole world's 
evangelization follows almost inevitably. 
On the other hand, if wickedness prevail, 
while population and knowledge increase, 
what imagination can picture the tumultu- 
ous frightful reign of anarchy and crime. 
It will be as if the infernal fiends bad 

11 
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moved up from hell to earth, -and made 
this the grand scene of their most gigantic 
operations. 

9. In the light of this last topic of the 
increase of our population may be viewed, 
in the ninth place, the real importance of 
that great gift of Ood's providence to this 
country, the universality of a good comr 
mon education. There is among us an 
universal diffusion of knowledge, which 
is 'Unexampled in the world. If this be 
continued, and the salt of divine grace be 
oast into our common .sobools, we have a 
security 'for order and happiness aooong 
ourselves, and a sure foundation of inteir 
ligent benevolent efibrt thfx>ugbout tbe 
earth. There is no way in iw^bich < we can 
do more fcH* our future welfare, oaaore <lo 
accomplish God's designs of mercy, <and 
tfi ithe language of Scriptare, raise iup the 
foundations of many generations for the 
divine glory, than by devoting >the most 
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scrupulous, unremitting, religious atten- 
tion to our common schools. 

10. In the tenth and last place in this 
enumeration, the geographical position of 
our country must be considered as not 
the least among the circumstances favor* 
able to the vast extent of our moral 
power. Our situation with respect to other 
countries and political powers, gives us 
security and repose. The state of all Eu- 
rope is in the highest degree critical and 
uncertain. In the calmest times there are 
tremendous causes at work, volcanoes 
that may break forth at any moment. In 
a^ time of profound peace, I have passed, 
m European cities, through public squares 
faced with cannon, and have been pressed 
by the soldieiy on guard,^ within the line 
.of enclosure which I had transgressed. 
.Whence wa^s this f Was it because, in a 
period of excitement, or with causes ex- 
isting to produce it, those squares would 
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become the places of assemblage, and 
therefore must be fortified in terrorem^ be- 
forehand? Men walk, in that part of the 
world, over bidden, hot embers, suppositos 
cineri dolosOf seemingly dead and covered 
with ashes, but ready at any moment to 
burst into a devouring fiame. The ele- 
ments of democracy are at work, a repub- 
lican tendency and struggle is manifest, 
the day of retribution for ages of misrule 
and oppression is yet to come. Envy and 
discontent, the consciousness of misery 
and tyranny, and the desire of change, 
are at work in the lower ranks, without 
knowledge and virtue to balance and to 
guide. Many overturnings must take 
place, and perhaps an universal breaking 
up of the established order of things in 
Europe, before the preparation neces- 
sary for the coming of Christ's king- 
dom in power and permanence shall be 
found among the nations. 
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In comparison with ourselves, Europe is 
like a region at the base of a volcano. 
How narrowly have the nations just es- 
caped being hurried into universal war! 
War is their passion and their habit, and 
the slightest cause may prompt it ; and than 
the kingdoms that have heretofore been 
most actively engaged in the enterprises 
of christian benevolence, may be thrown 
back in piety, and paralyzed in their spir- 
itual: energies, to an unspeakable degree* 
We look on, from this distant side of 
the. worlds, in quiet and security. We 
are now, and unless the curse comes upon 
us for our ingratitude, and we be smitteo 
with madness and blindness and astoniahr 
ment of heart, so as to rush uncalled into 
the battle, we may keep ourselves to the - 
end of time, utterly aloof from the wars 
and fightings that agitate and tear the 
bosom of the continent of Europe. We 
hear the din of their quarrels, the shock 
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of their contending armies, but have no 
motive whatever to engage in the commo- 
tion. We may go on rapidly and silently, 
and peacefully in the great work to which 
the Lord our God hath called us, over- 
shadowed by his wings, and supremely 
blessed in being made his instruments to 
carry the glad tidings of salvation even to 
the ends of the earth. As the tribe of 
Levi was separated from among the rest 
of the tribes of Israel, and consecrated 
to the exclusive service of Jehovah, so 
may this great people, while other nations 
are waging bitter strife, or absorbed in 
earthly pursuits, advance in an uninter- 
rupted career of holy benevolence, and» 
become God's pbiesthood to a wobld! 



CHAPTER VIII. 

DESIGNS OF GOD IN OUR DISCIPLINE, AND THE 
BLESSEDNESS OF THEIR FULFILMENT ON OUR 
PART. 

Having endeavored to trace some 
of the circumstances of God's discipline 
in regard to us, and to weigh the degree 
of moral power over the nations which 
those circumstances conspire to put 
into our bands, it is hardly necessary 
to ask what are the designs of God 
in laying upon us such responsi- 
bilities. The responsibilities them- 
selves indicate a mighty design, and 
mark out a magnificent career of duty. 
The blessings that constitute the founda- 
tion of our responsibilities, constitute also 
the revelation of God's will concerning 
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US, and afibrd, at the same time, the 
means of fulfilling it. That the discipline 
of the divine providence in our case has 
been peculiarly grand, intense, and 
blessed, it would require the stupidity 
and blindness of an atheist to deny. We 
may say with as much propriety as 
Israel of old, ** He hath not dealt so with 
any people." That this peculiar disci- 
pline indicates a peculiar and equally 
important purpose is just as: manir 
feat; and it is difficult to believe 
that Grod will suffer the moral, intellec- 
tual, and physical training of this peopleon 
so magnificent a scale, and with such vast 
and glorious objects to be accomplished 
by it, utterly to fail. Nevertheless, the 
voice of warning issues from the sacred 
.word, with a solemnity deepened by the 
fall of the chosen people of God, after a 
majestic training and probation of more 
than a thousand years, — :'* At what instant 
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I shall speak concerning a nation and con- 
cerning a kingdom to build and to plant 
it, if it do evil in my sight, that it obey 
not my voice, then I will repent of this 
good wherewith I said I will benefit them." 
And the echo of this solemn declaration 
comes to us from the New Testament, 
" Behold therefore the goodness and 
severity of God ; on them which fell, 
severity, but towards thee goodness, if 
thou continue in his goodness, otherwise 

THOU also SHALT BE CUT OFF !" 

We think there are indications which 
show two great lines of the Divine Provi- 
dence converging. One is in the mani- 
fest general preparation going on among 
^he nations for the accomplishment of 
God's great purposes, as revealed in his 
word ; the other is in the corresponding 
discipline of ourown country in particular. 
We are little more than a half century 
old, and yet in this time we have become 
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a Strong nation, and as a church, able, 
perhaps, to do more than any other 
in the world. The blessing of youth 
as a nation, at such a period as 
this, it is difficult to realize. Com- 
pared with the stiffiiess and rigidity of 
age in some nations, and the marks of 
decay in others, our spirit is as fresh and 
elastic, our strength as vigorous, and our 
mind as ductile, as if ours were indeed 
tl» glow of unperverted childhood. We 
have no national habits or preju€Uces 
formed under the old order of things, and 
difficult to be relinquished, and there is in 
ue a quickness and ability to embrace 
opportunities and conjunctures, which in 
the nature of things other nations cannot 
possess. Our religious enterprises and 
our benevolent societies, as well as oor 
secular and business undertakings, have 
the same glow of life and activity, attd 
almost every train of influences that cooU 
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be desired is in some way or otber in 
operation. 

All this .has taken place suddenly ; we 
being like a nation born in a day, and at 
a time which constitutes a great crisis, a 
radiating point, a magnetic pole, as it 
were, in the world's history. There is a 
universal movement in society, a new ar- 
rangement of its elements, an increase of 
its inventions and discoveries, the casting 
up of a grand highway of the Gospel 
among the nations. There is a clusteriof 
e^vents aQd thoughts, in the present aspect 
qf things, of .great power and significance^ 
It is fbjut three or four centuries 9inc9 the 
vory first discovery. pf this continent .by 
Columbus. In connexion with that world- 
Hwakeining eventrand as if on purpose tp 
sacuf^e it from being turned into the sei^ 
vice of the Man of Sin, then ascendaiH 
and triumphant through the nations, caipe 
^ great. religious irradiation^ the Reform 
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matioD tbroogb tbe instrameDtality of Lu- 
ther, the discovery of a new world of 
piety and intellect for men's souls to dwell 
in. About tbe same period, and as if on 
purpose to fulfil tbe designs of God in 
those events, the invention of printing rose 
into useful and aknost universal applica- 
tion. Immediately upon these things, al- 
most as suddenly as report succeeds re- 
port in the earthquakes that shake the 
(riiysical world, followed tbe preparation 
and planting of a church of Christ and a 
Protestant nation growing out of it in this 
country; a chotcb and a nation whose in- 
crease and results are watched with aa 
intense int^iest, in comparison widi which 
die whole continmt besides, from noith 
to south, scarcely attracts atteotioo. 
Mean wUfe, knowledge is every where in- 
creasing, steamships traverse the ocean, 
the barriers material and moral, between 
the nations* are breaking down, and old 
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igrstemSy religions and political, are fast 
gi^iDg way. 

Bringing thus into one vfew some of 
the most grand and prominent events in 
the world's recent history, and remember- 
ing that at this moment our own popula- 
tion has reached a census, from which it 
is to rise with a suddenness that is almost 
startling, to the highest amount'admissible 
in the nature of things upon this continent, 
we oannot but feel that we are upoti the 
▼ery eve of a development of great grafts 
deur and importance. 

The lines of prophecy are converging, 
and the trains of God's providence are 
growing nearer and more crowded, as if 
deepening to a great centre, and indica-* 
ting some mighty consummation, juist as 
the near approach to a vast metrc^Iis i$ 
indicated by the multiplied avenues^ the 
augmented crowds, and the increasing 
grandeur of the buildings. With every 

12 
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division and variety of its processes 
concentering to one sublime purpose, 
the plan of God moves forward to 
its completion. Empires and armies, 
wars, whirlwinds, and pestilences, evil 
men and deyils, good institutions and bad 
ones, commotions and revolutions, all pre- 
pare his way. He goes on overturning, 
and overturning, and overturning, and 
when about to revive his work, and in 
wrath remember mercy, sometimes the 
signs among the nations are more full of 
commotion and terribleness than ever. 

There is certainly no presumption in 
the supposition that God has created, is 
educating, and will sustain a peculiar 
people to accomplish his great purposes 
at such a crisis. Whether there be any 
presumption in the supposition that we 
ourselves are marked and destined for so 
great and glorious an instrumentality, de- 
pends much upon our own manifestation 
of character thus far, beneath the divine 
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discipline, and upon the right study and 
interpretations of the divine providence. 
We cannot but hope, looking at the pre- 
sent state of the globe, and at the peculi- ' 
arities of our own national and ecclesias- 
tical history, that God is preparing the 
political and social relations of the world 
for the philanthropic movements of a na- 
tion and a church so constituted and dis- 
ciplined. 

The divine providence has as marked 
and definite a meaning in regard to nations 
as to individuals, and sometimes even more 
manifest. In this view, there is, iflmayso 
speak, the commencement of a new phase 
of prophecy, and the grandeur of the scrip- 
tures, in their national proclamations, will 
arrest every mind. A change passes over 
the prophetic canvass ; it is filled with 
grand and august figures. Godiscomingto 
use nations like individuals, for the fulfil- 
ment of his purposes. His long rejected 
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people, the Jews, begin to appear in the 
picture, and those two great lines of pro- 
phecy, running consentaneously upon 
'them and other nations, seem ready to 
unite in that point of glory indicated by 
the great apostle to the Gentiles, when the 
coming in of the fulness of the Gentiles and 
the salvation of the Jews together, as mu- 
tual cause and efiect, shall fill the world 
with righteousness, and hasten the schenie 
of redemption to its completicxi. 

Let us look, for a moment, at the bles- 
sedness of the fulBlment, on our part, of 
the great designs of the divine providence, 
so marked and manifest in regard to us; 
On the supposition, that, as a people, we 
fulfil our personal duties to Grod, and grow 
in holiness in proportion as we grow in 
power, the only supposition on which the 
church ought to act ; the supposition, iur 
deed, which the church is bound to realr 
ize ; the picture that unfolds before the 



OP THE UNITED SMTATES. 133 

mind of the Christian, is such an one as 
might employ the pencil of Isaiah. We 
may realize, indeed, the brightest visions 
of holiness, mercy, and happiness, con- 
tained in the scriptural delineations of the 
reign of the Prince of peace. As indi- 
vidual Christians, we may sit each under 
his own vine and fig tree, and devoutly 
study our Bibles and grow in grace be- 
neath the influences of the sanctuary, and 
no war shall desolate our habitation, or 
grieve away the Spirit of the Lord. We 
may walk about Zion, and tell the towers 
thereof, and glory in her increasing 
strength, and mark well her bulwarks^ 
and consider her palaces, and meet to- 
gether to pray and consult for the ad- 
vancement of the cause and kingdom of 
our Saviour, and none shall molest us or 
make us afraid. 

As a nation of Christians, we may be a 
crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 

12» 
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and a royal diadem in the hand of our 
God. .We may increase in spiritual wis- 
dom and humility, and universal devoted- 
ness to God, till holiness shall be written 
even on the beUs of our horses ; till our 
officers become peace, our exactors righte- 
ousness, and every place religion. We 
may cover our land with goodly temples 
rising to the peaceful worship of Jehovafa^ 
till from every elevation the eye may rest 
upon* their consecrated spires. We may 
mAiltiply societies of benevolence till 
misery shall scarcely be known^ and allure- 
ments to reformation, tilt hardly a prison 
shall rear its black walls to the sight* No 
slave shall then breathe in our air, or 
tremble, in this land of freedom, beneath 
the rod of a taskmaster. Every yoke 
shall be broken, every evil statute can- 
celled, and the oppressed shall go free. 
Violence shall no more be heard in our 
land^ wasting nor destruction in our bor- 
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ders ; we may call our walls salvation^ 
and our gates praise. We may build up 
the schools of the prophets, aud send the 
Bible to every family, and a faithful, a^ 
fectionate pastes to every ham-let, till the 
days of our mourning shall be ended, and 
the cry of the spiritually destitute no more 
heard among us ; till indeed it shall be 
said of us, ** Thy people are all righteous." 
Then no ordinance in our coumtry's 
statute book sbaU legalize the nationdi* 
violation of the Sabbalb, and no rude 
noise of seculaj business* intrude trpori it» 
heavenly repose. Here I caxmot ibrbeaf 
a quotation from the sublime laoguatge o£ 
that eloquent production of the forEnmr 
Secretary of the American Board, to wbicb 
I have already referred. Speaking of the 
time " when all the happy millions of ibis 
continent shall live together as brethren, 
adoring their Creator and Redeemer," 
" Then," said Mr. Evarts, ** will be a day 
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of glory, such as the world has never yet 
witnessed. As the sun rises on a Sab- 
bath morning, and travels westward from 
Newfoundland to the Oregon, he will be- 
hold the countless millions assembling, as 
if by a common impulse, in the temples 
with which every valley, mountain, and 
plain will be adorned. The morning 
psalm and evening anthem will commence 
with the multitudes on the Atlantic coast, 
be sustained by the loud chorus of ten 
thousand times ten thousand in the Valley 
of the Mississippi, and prolonged by the 
thousands of thousands on the shores of 
the Pacific Throughout this wide ex- 
panse, not a dissonant voice will be heard. 
If, unhappily, there should be here and 
there an individual whose heart is not in 
unison with this divine employment he 
will choose to be silent. Then the taber- 
nacle of God will be with men. Then 
will it be seen and known to the universe, 
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wbat the religion (^ the Bible can doevea 
on this side the grave, for a penitent^ re-* 
stored, and rejoicing world.*' 

But this is not all ; it is the spirit o£ 
MISSIONS which constitutes the spirit 
and power even of a vital home religion. 
Happy in the care of Him, who visits and 
redeems his people^ blest with civil and 
religions freedom, and emoying all the 
privileges of the sanctuary ourselves, we 
may carry forth these blessings to the 
darkest and most sorrowful corner of the 
earth. We may enlarge and strengthen 
our missionary societies, till their power 
is felt through the habitable world, till 
their ministers of mercy go forth to tell 
tbe farthest and saddest outcasts of Israel 
that Christ died to redeem them. With 
no foreign armaments to support, and no 
exbanstiDg wars to drain us of our wealtb* 
we may pour incalculable riches into 
the Lord's treasury for the beatben. 
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We may in literal truth cause the out- 
goings of the morning and of the evening 
to rejoice at the footsteps of our benevo- 
lence. We may become the main instru- 
ment, in the hands of Jehovah, of accom- 
plishing the day and the state of univer- 
sal millennial glory. In the sweet lan- 
guage of Isaiah, whenever he speaks of 
such a period, the wilderness and the 
solitary place shall be glad for us, and 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as 
the rose. We may apply to ourselves 
the blessed predictions of the prophet, in 
all their fulness and sublimity. 

What we may do is but the index of 
what we ought. What God, in his provi- 
dence, has given us the ability and the 
opportunity to accomplish, becomes our 
duty to perform. For it is as true of na- 
tions as of individuals, that to him that 

KNOWETH TO DO GOOD, AND DOETH IT NOT» 
TO HIM IT IS SIN. 



CHAPTERIX- 

INTEREST AND GRANDEUR OF THE DIVINE EXPEBIr 
MENT WITH US AS A PEOPLE.— CONDITIONS OF 

' 8UCCESS.-->CAUSES AT WORK TO DISTURB AND 
THWART FT. 

We cannot conceal from ourselves, 
nor would we wish to do it, that the res^* 
ponsibilities of every kind resting upon' 
this country are mightier than those whicE 
belong to any other nation in the world; 
Especially is this the case with the reli- 
gious responsibilities of a Christian 
church which God has so remarkably 
blessed. If we redeem them, it will be 
glorious for us arid glorious for the world. 
It is good for lis, on this mount of vision, 
commanding on all sides an immense 
moral view, to call to mind our multiplied 
respodsibilities, and see what sublime 
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motives animate us onward. We stand 
upon a lofty and imposing situation. 
We are compassed about by a great cloud 
of witnesses, being naade a spectacle, 
not only to the world, but to an innumera- 
ble company of angels and the spirits of 
the just made perfect. It may be no 
dream of the imagination, but an un- 
doubted reality, that higher orders of in- 
telligences are watching our movements 
with intense interest, and that PauU and 
Peter, and Jc^n, and all the beloved 
apostles of oiir Saviour, and all who faav« 
since trod in their fimtsteps, and through 
toil amd pain and death inherited the 
promises, are looking down upon us, 
emd waiting, I had almost said with paiii-^ 
ful anxiety, tbe result of this mighty ex^ 
pertment. It seems as if Heaven bad 
placed our country in this situation to try 
lis ; to see whether we would faith&Hy 
use the incalculable power in our bands 



for speeding forward the* world's regene- 
IXLtioD,' and if not,' bow many -accumQ- 
lated blessings we could ^aste > and 
reject. 

In contemplating tbe picture of our 
bappiness in a coorse of national piety, 
-and in making such an enumeration of 
our national talents for a wide moral influ- 
ence, we are not to forget that it is only 
through a > probation of severe and holy 
discipline, that we can hope to arrive at 
Ifae attainment of such glory. Nor must we 
for a moment let the remembrance pass 
from our minds, that it is <^not by might, 
jBor by power, but bt uy Spirit, saitr 
THB LoRD'OF HosTS," that the great woric 
is* tobe accomplished. We may have^faad 
the noblest and most pious ancestry on 
earth ; we may possess the freest institu- 
tions, the strongest physical power, the 
most inexhaustible wealth, the highest 
foreign influence and reputation ; we may 

13 
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^ijoy the most anivenal diflfhsioii of 
knowledge ; and what is nx>re than all, 
the Spirit of God may be poaied out open 
us for a time in accumolated revivals of 
religion ; and yet we may turn every one 
of our vast capabilities to ruin, except 
God keep us humble, and preserve in us 
a spirit of deep contrition and depend- 
ance on him* 

Besides, there is another and a widely 
diflferent view of our whole subject. 
There is a gloomier prospect in the pro- 
babilities of our country's fiiture destiny. 
There is at least one dark spot in our 
moraland political horizon. Yetwecanoot 
suflfer ourselves to believe that God will 
permit, with the growth of our nation in 
pc^ulousness and power, the continuance 
of the enormous evil of 8LAVBRT, the indul- 
gence of that great sin, which would in- 
evitably prove the destruction of all our 
hopes of usefulness and glory. If he 
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should do this, and give us over, like his 
aocient people, to our own heart's lusts 
then we should indeed become a signal 
and terrible example of (rod's holy indig- 
nation. Then, in the prophetic language 
of Milton, and with allusion to our past 
extraordinary history, " as if God were 
weary of protecting us, we sJudl he seen to 
have passed through ths fire^ that we might 
perish in the smoke J'' For we cannot our- 
selves remain free, and yet persist in im- 
posing bondage on others. ** And it 
usually happens," (that great writer pro- 
foundly remarks in his Second Defence 
of the People of England,) **hy the 
appointment, and as it were retributive 
justice of the Deity, that that people 
which cannot govern themselves, and 
moderate their passions, but voluntarily 
crouch under the slavery of their lusts, 
should be delivered up to the sway of those 
whom they abhor, and made to submit to 



aa involuntary servitude." But .if after 

all^ur lofty. privileges and.exGitement$ tO; 

glory, we do deny God, and turnfroni: 

following his pleasurOi to follow our own; 

depravity, and fill up the measure of our. 

iniquities, then our fall and punishment. 

must be a second Jewish tragedy on a. 

wider and more awful scale, and all the- 

curses written ii\ the /.book of the law 

cannot but descend upon . us. ^^ And it 

shall icome to pass that the. generation to 

come^ that shall rise up after us, and the- 

stranger that shall come from a far land, 

shall sajfiv when they shall see the, plagues 

of this land, and the sicknesses which the 

Lord hath laid upon it,* and that the 

whole land is brimstone and salt, and 

burning, that it is not sown, nor bearetb*. 

nor. any grass groweth therein, like thei 

overthrow- of Sodom and Gromonrah, 

Admah and Zeboim, which the ; Losd 
overthrew in his anger and in hiS/Wrath .yrr^- 
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even all nations shall say, Wherefore 
hath the Lord done thus unto this land ? 
What meaneth the heat of this great 
anger?" ) 

Perhaps we are in danger of indulging 
a sort of indolent pleasure in the expec- 
tation that the millennium is soon to open 
on the world, without reflecting how great 
must be the increase of personal piety for 
a long previous period, how deep, severe, 
and self-denying must be the probation-, 
ary discipline of the church, and how 
little we know what unexpected mean& 
God may take to signalize the glorious 
scheme of redemption, or what may be 
the duration or the nature of the scene 
that is yet to come of his moral adminis- 
tration on this globe. For aught we 
know, the passions of mankind may 
yet again be let loose to rage and devas- 
tate through a long and dreary duration 
of moral gloom ; the fountains of the 

13» 
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great deep may be broken up, and a 
deluge of wickedness. 'heave itB vast 
surges ov.erthe eartb, tillsoareea vestige 
of the great moral landmarks even of 
Chdistaanity itself, can; ibe .disooa;ieted* 
This. may. take place after a universal 
diffusion of every kind*of knowMg^lhe 
speculative knowledge e^ven of.tbe/Sorip*) 
tufes not excepted^thal.U; may be shown 
on a scale as broaid' aa theeanb^ thai, 
the highest and most widely. diffused. inr^ 
teOectttal refinement without, regeneffar 
tion will be no sort of barviefi totbe vkh 
lence '■ of human depravity, but .on the don-^ 
trary, by increasing its ingeniiity>' aug^ 
ment tenfold its dire and untameable 
fiiry. 

God may oflfer the precious gift of :the' 
Gospel to every nation under heaven, and 
it may be in turn proudly and awfully re- 
jected by them all ; and after leaving it to 
be demonstrated by the universal wicked- 
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ness of men that ; of all modern ages and 
nations^ with all their boasted superiority- 
and improvements, there is not one but 
will li outdo in depravity that ancient' 
people^ so long an astonishment and)a by-^ 
word , . he may < take the cup of trembling I 
from them, and make every christian ^ 
people driffik it to the dregs. He mayieave/ 
their own infuriated wickednesis to sweep* 
from all Christendom the light of hol]!l> 
truths and thehi, wbeoithe Bible is «( .pro-n 
scribed ; book, to be read> only bysteal^in 
and wheii> earth seems about to becpme^: 
the em(>ire of ' Satan, ; be may appear in r 
bis^glory^ and build up Jerus^em, ^nd. 
bring bade from their dispei^sion hich 
ancient covenant people, and use themr 
as the willing, . grateful instruments in 
carrying the religion of that Saviour 
whom their fathers crucified, forth from 
the scene of his sufferings into eveiy 
quarter of the globe. 
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Though this be all hypothetical and 
visionary, yet we do notknow that there is 
any thing in the record of prophecy to con- 
flict with the supposition orthe possibility 
of such an additional scene in the great 
instructive drama, which God is permitting 
to be played in this world, and which he 
will sufifer to be played out without inter- 
ruption. At any rate, however far the 
designs of God's providence may seem 
manifested and in process of execution in 
regard to ourselves, and however import- 
ant the instrumentali^ of a nation and 
a church so trained and disciplined might 

appear in the midst of aworld sodepraved 
and degraded, it becomes us to remember 
that as God out of the stones in the 
streets of Jerusalem could have raised up 
children unto Abraham, so he can now 
just as easily accomplish his purposes 
and his prophecies without our aid. 



OHAFTER X. 

LESSONS OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY AND DUTY^ 
A HIGH STANDARD OF PIETY.— A HOLY EDUCA- 
TK>N^TH£ RIGHT USE OF PROPBRTY«-^TH£ RIGHT 
USE OF PRAYERS-CONCLUSION. 

In the imrror of this great subject we 
behold reflected the solemoity and re^ 
sponsibility of our position as- individual' 
Christians. It teaches the necessity of 
an immediate elevation of our individual*, 
standard of piety. 

The resolution of the. mighty problem* 
as to the world's evangelization by us, 
rests more entirely on the holiness of in- 
dividual Christians than any of us can 
possibly conceive. Wherever there is an 
eminently holy saint in our country, there 
is one • of the pillars of our greatness. • 
When such cm inditidual dies, if there be » 
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none to take his placci the shock sustained 
in his departure is irretrievable. Look- 
ing back upon the American Church in all 
her past history, we shall find, in every 
period, that her advancing strength has re- 
sulted from the eminent piety of a few dis- 
tinguished Christians. Blot out, if it could 
be done, the name and memofy of Brain- 
ard and Edwards, and draw <tf from our 
system by a mighQr moral eiiianstion the 
influence which their characters have ex- 
erted in building up our country's churcb» 
and we should blot out some of the fairest 
of her christian graces ; we should draw 
away the very life-blood in her veins. 
Let the same be done with a few other 
holy individuals, and though dimimshed 
as to numbers, but little in every ten 
thousand of our ranks, we should be left 
faint, exhausted, prostrate in the dust, and 
able to prosecute hardly the smallest of 
our present widely-extended enterprises* 
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Great numbers do but encumber our 
moral vigor, unless holiness increases in 
a greater ratio. Doubtless, the piety of 
many is so low, that tbe holy minority 
could do better without them. It would 
be better to proclaim, as when God 
sent Gideon against the Midianites, 
*^ whoever is fearful and afraid, let 
him return and depart early;" and if 
then only the efficient part were chosen 
out, there would hardly remain, ad on that 
occasion, three hundred out of every 
thirty-two thousand. •' 

We do not sufficiently consider, that to 
sufttain great operations abroad, we must 
have a deeper piety at home. The self- 
denial of our missionaries, must be sus- 
tained by the self-denial of the Church ; 
nor ought we to be willing to live at ease 
in America, and deny ourselves only by 
pcoxy in Africa or Asia. Moreover, the 
power and success of our missionaries 
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among the heatben will depend open 
the power in prayer and holy Kring 
possessed by ibe churches that sus- 
tain them. But a small portion of 
our work is done, even when we have 
provided the men, and sent them abroad 
with the gospel of life in their hands ; they 
are still connectedwith us, and greatly 
dependent on our piety : 

mid if we da not oomuMinicate an electric, 
life-giving impulse, it will prove a. per* 
peiual clog. They ai« the clouds that 
take the water of Itfe from this cnnlw»ntf 
aiid wafted by the breath of jHvyerr aafl 
away to pour it down m tbe thirsty land 
of the beathen. If the' Ibuntains here; he 
shallow, it can fell there only in aeaaly 
and inconstant showers. 

It is to be feared that we are daily and 
hourly departing wider and wider feom 
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the searching, self-examining, closet piety 
of our fathers, and becoming more and 
more exclusively external in our efibrts. 
We are living on the patrimony that has 
descended to us, without continuing to 
increase it by the same labor, with which 
it was acquired. It may be all gone be- 
fore we are aware ; and if we do not keep 
up the fires beneath, our whole machinery 
will suddenly stop. 

It is by no means a matter of course, 
that the next generation of Christians will 
be more devoted, more holy, and self-de- 
nying than we. The next generation will 
be moulded by the spirit of our piety, and 
if they should grow up in our external 
and undevout habits, there would be even 
less of spirituality in them than in us. The 
natural course of things, owing to the 
powerful tendency of the heart to de- 
part from God, is downwards; declen- 
sion, not advancement; a truth which 

14 
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is not more perfectly displayed in the 
history of the Hebrews, than in that 
of the whole Gentile Church ; and the 
grand lesson we are to derive from it, 
is the necessity of a high standard of 
individual piety. Even in the midst of 
external prosperity, we must enter into 
our closets, and shut the door, and pray 
to our Father in secret. What we admit 
speculatively, we must feel and acknow* 
ledge practically, that the missionary 
work, in all its departments, from the 
foundation in Christendom to the com- 
pletion amidst heathenism, is a purely 
spiritual wark^ and demands spiritual insitrw- 
ments. It demands, not grand and powerful 
societies merely, but self-denial, deadness 
to the world, spiritual habits, clear views 
of eternity, knowledge* of the Bible, con- 
sciousness of the value of the soul, an 
aifecting sense of the insignificance of 
1 earthly things, deep love to Christ, strong 
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and panting desires after the glory of 
God. It demands that the Church, like 
the soul, should rise out of the vanities of 
time into the riches of eternity, and take 
hold on God by faith, with a moral cou- 
rage and an endurance of fatigue, of 
which we have little conception. If the 
Church will not learn this in sunshine, 
perhaps God will teach it in persecution, 
for the work of missions. cannot go for- 
ward without deep piety. It would be a 
falsification of the whole spirit and tenor 
of the Gospel, if it were found that men 
or Churches can engage in the labors of 
Christianity, and obtain its glorious re- 
wards, without self-denial, deadness to 
the world, spirituality of heart and life, 
incessant prayer ; without partaking 
somewhat in the trials as well as the 
enjoyments of the apostolic Christians ; 
without the elements in action of the same 
enduring faith and dauntless moral cou« 
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lage, which in them bunied so brightly. 
It is one of the signets of the Christian 
Religion, which we may well beliere God 
will never snflfer to be entirely blotted out, 
ihaltkrom^ wmeh irUmlaiion we rnuMt emUt 
imio the Hmgdamqf Hetnem. 

It is in the light of such a survey ad we 
have taken of the divine discipline towards 
OS, and especially of our rapidly advan- 
cing population, that I love to view our in- 
dividual responsibilities and duties. It 
gives to every movement of benevolence 
and piety, especially if connected widi 
the trainingof the rising generation, an in- 
describable dignity and importance. The 
business of preparing the materials for the 
fulfilment of the divine purposes, the busi- 
ness of moulding the minds and hearts of 
those whose character and conduct are 
to decide this grand experiment, places 
those engaged in it at the very springs of 
our country's future greatness ; it makes 
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them the guardians of the vast hopes 
which the gracious indications of God's 
providence lead us to form for ourselves 
and for the world. Never before, in the 
history of the world, have great results 
been brought so near to their apparently 
trifling causes. If an angelic visitant to 
our globe, or a being from another pljanet; 
were in the midst of us, desiring to be 
made acquainted with the sources of our, 
future destiny, I would take him to some 
of the most unostentatious and unnoticed 
spheres of industry and piety ; he should 
visit an unpretending common schooU 
a Sabbath school, a tract-distributor's 
prayer-meeting. Viewed in their results, 
and looking a few years onward, these 
humble spheres of duty become the cen- 
tres of a mighty influence and responsi- 
bility, 

. The teacher of a common school in 
this country, bringing before his mind the 
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period which he can almost touch and 
mingle in himself, when the pupils whose 
moral and intellectual frame he is mould- 
ing, shall stand amidst seventy millions 
more in the strife of existence, to be the 
parents of those with whom there shall 
stand up four hundred millions, cannot 
but feel that there is a solemn responsi- 
bility as well as a blessed privilege con- 
nected with his duties. The Sabbath 
school teacher, who pursues his sacred 
round of duty faithfully, in love and 
prayer, looking to the nearness and incal- 
culable glory of its results, may wonder 
at the grace of God in permitting him to 
occupy a post of so much importance and 
blessedness. The mother, who seeks, in 
humble dependance on the grace of Christ, 
to find the reflection of his blessed image 
in the opening mind even of her infant 
offspring, and to train her beloved chil- 
dren from their earliest hours, into habits 
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of obedience and piety, is doing a work 
for the happiness of her race, the salva-* 
tion of the world, and the glory of the Re- 
deemer, which angels might envy for its 
simplicity, its beauty, and its grandeur. 
And in every sphere of influence that can 
be mentioned, we are made to feel the 
mingled blessedness and responsibility of 
occupying a place in the world at such a 
crisis;— a period- when every movement 
tells so directly in great results, both for 
time and eternity. 

The consideration of this subject, teaches 
us the right use of property, and the great 
value of it, when devoted, at such a crisis, 
to God. It is rarely, if ever, in the world's 
history, that an opportunity has been 
offered to the rich, of engaging, by their 
wealth alone, in movements of such in- 
tense glory. The Divine Being ordinarily 
avoids even the appearance of magnifying 
the instrumentality of wealth in human 
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estimation. He calls us to stand beside 
his treasury, and as our eye scans the per- 
sons of the comers, and the costliness of 
their offerings, he tells us that this poor, 
unnoticed widow, whose loving heart conr 
secrated in two mites her whole living, 
hath cast in more than they all. So it is 
in every age ; and every widow's mite, 
as well as the precious incense of her 
prayers, is needed^ and at a time like this, 
goes immediately to a result of practical 
utility, of incalculable importance. 

Nevertheless, to those Christians whom 
God has permitted to amass wealth, a 
post of usefulness is now offered, in the 
support of thecflogical and missionary in- 
stitutions languishing by pecuniary pres- 
sure, which, considered in the magnitude 
and nobleness of its results, is truly sub- 
lime, and which, if they beheld it with 
the eye of faith, they would exult, like the 
angels of God, with gratitude and praise 
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to occupy. And the Churches of Christ in 
this country are called upon to give a 
steadiness to the Missionary Enterprise 
by the steadfast abundance of their offers 
ingsi and not to leave the sacred cause 
to fluctuate, and the hearts of those en* 
gag^d in it to sink and die within thenj*, 
in the perpetual prospect of poverty and 
disaster. I» it possible that in the midst 
of all our responsibilities and opportuni-^ 
ties of glory, we can consent to leave our 
benevolent societies to languish and die 
from pecuniary starvation, and that, too, at 
a period which is the very harvest time of 
the world f God forbid that we should 
be guilty of so dishonorable a betrayal of 
the trust committed to our care I 

Above all, we are taught by this great 
subject, the liecessity of fervent prayer. 
It is nothing but God's grace that can ena- 
ble us to redeem the responsibilities that 
rest upon us ; nothing but his Holy Spirit 
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poured out in revivals of religion that can 
save us from absolute and most tremen- 
dous destruction. That Christian tbere^ 
fore, who is doing most for the promotion 
of a revival of religion in his own church, 
and that church which is laboring most 
fervently for a revival in its own village 
or city^ is doing most, and most directly^ 
for the conversion of the world. O ! in 
the light of our advancing population, wbo 
can estimate the importance of one revi- 
Yal of piety ! And here the poorest, 
most unlettered Christian may bear a 
part, and a great part, in the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer's kingdom. This 
surely is our grand field of labor, and the 
consummation of predicted . glory waits 
for the Church of Christ to enter upon it. 

Let it be remembered that every Chris- 
tian in this country possesses as much 
power to intercede for the millions of China 
as he does for the children of hisown house? 
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hold or the families in his own neighbor- 
hood. Blessed is he who realizes the 
privilege of prayer and uses it accord- 
ingly. The period will arrive when, for 
every half hour given to the business of 
intercessory communion with God, the 
Christian will wish he had given days, and 
for every little sacrifice, made in this cause 
he will wish he had made a thousand. 
The time will come, when the memory of 
the shortest interval so spent, of the small- 
est sacrifice so made, will be a possession 
of glory to the soul, which he would not 
part with for the riches of the material 
universe ! 

Blessing, and honor, and glort, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the lamb for 
ever and ever ! 



NOTES 



Men well governed should seek after no other liberty, for there 
can b^ no greater liberty than a good goremment. 

Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Tbe distinguishing part of our constitution is its liberty. But 
*' the only liberty I mean, is a liberty connected with order ; a liberty 
that not only exists along with order and virtue, but which cannot 
X'eauji^iatall without them. 

Burks. 



Note A. 



"It has been a melancholy consequence of 
•the neglect of common school education m 
England, that the sacredness of the Sabbath 
should have to be violated in teaching the most 
comlnon rudiments of knowledge. " Some 
of our friends of the independent class," says 
a member of the committee in an attempted 
vindication of this system in one of the large 
cities, "have forsaken us because we teach wri- 
ting and accounts on Sundays. We would 
willingly teach these on week-day evenings, 

15 
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but the factory handswork m late that we have 
found it impracticable ; therefore we put tfau 
on the score of works of necessity and mercy, 
considering our Saviour as sanctioning the 
pulling out of sheep from the pit on the Sab- 
bath." The difficulty is, that they themselves 
put the sheep into the pit on the week-days, 
and on the same days should do the work of 
pulling them out. Here is the spectacle of 
the richest nation in the world tasking its im- 
mortal energies so fearfiilly in the pursuit of 
wealth, as not to allow its children time to gain 
the lowest rudiments of education ! Work- 
ing them in the service of mammon all the 
week, and then stealing a portion of the sea- 
son of spiritual rest to shut them up to the 
study of writing and arithmetic ! 



Note B. 



The question as to the alienation of a por- 
tion of the school fund in this state from a 
conunon and impartial to a sectarian disposal 
has been happily set at rest for the present, 
and we trust will never again even be looked at. 
The proposition was one, which wfe really 
believe if it had come from any other sect 
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We have referred to the publication by Mr. 
Evarts of the'pappr on the Moral Destiny of 
the United States.* • It is one of ihe most 
grand and elloquent prodnctions ev^r, is&ued ' 
in any shape from tb^ 'American pre&s. '. We . 
well remember the electric thrill of feeling, 
and impression of the iftotal sublime^ pro- 
duced by its first appearance' as a Report of 
the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions. It was written shortly 
before the author's deadi, and seemsfto glow 
not merely with the spijjt of piet^ but of ' 
prophecy. Its closiiig paragraphs arfc Worthy 
of a place in the Vad^ Mecum of every Chris- 
tian Pilgrim in America: 
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